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Sen. Jerry Johnson, Agriculture Committee chairperson

embers of the Agriculture Committee consid-

ered bills on pork production and grain storage

regulations this session as well as a proposed
amendment to the state constitution guaranteeing the
right to farm and ranch.

With the passage of LB176, introduced by Ogallala Sen.
Ken Schilz last session, a person who
owns, leases or holds a legal interest in
a swine production operation can enter
into a contract to produce swine for a
meatpacking company. The producer, or
contract grower, will own the land, while
facilities used to raise the livestock and the 4
meatpacking company will own the swine. Sen. Ken Schilz

The bill ensures a producer’s right to cancel a contract
with a packer and allows the state Department of Agricul-
ture to adopt contract regulations to protect producers
from coercion and unfair business practices. Contracts
between growers and packers may not contain confidenti-
ality clauses that would prevent growers from sharing the
details of the contract with others.

Schilz filed a motion to invoke cloture, or cease debate
and vote on the bill, which prevailed 34-14. Thirty-three
votes were needed.

LB176 passed on a 34-14 vote.

The committee also considered legislation that clarifies
a provision regarding the distribution of assets if a grain
warehouse fails.

Introduced by Sen. Jerry Johnson of Wahoo, LB730
clarifies a rule under which a person who recently has sold
grain to a warehouse may regain his or her status as an
owner eligible for distribution of assets if the Public Service
Commission takes control of the warehouse.

Warehouses are required to post bonds for the benefit
of those who own or store grain there in the event the
warehouse fails. If that happens, only qualified owners are
eligible for the distribution of assets.

An exception in current law provides that the grain seller
may revert to the status of owner if he or she holds a check
in payment issued within five days of the date the commis-
sion takes control of the warehouse. LB730 clarifies that the
exception applies to the date of the sale and transfer of title
regardless of whether the warehouse issued the seller a check.

The bill passed on a 48-0 vote.

Lawmakers also considered a legislative resolution pro-
posing a constitutional amendment that would guarantee
Nebraskans the right to farm and ranch.

Sponsored by Sen. John Kuehn of
Heartwell, LR378CA offered a constitu-
tional amendment that would have pro-
hibited the Legislature from passing laws
that restrict the rights of Nebraskans to
use agricultural technology and ranching
practices without a compelling state inter-
est. The resolution would have placed the
amendment on the November 2016 general election ballot.

Citing opponents’ legal concerns about the amend-
ment’s language, Kuehn filed a motion to bracket the bill
until April 20, the last day of the session. Senators accepted
his motion with no objections.

A bill that would have created a financing program
intended to increase underserved Nebraskans’ access to
fresh fruits and vegetables and other healthful food failed
to advance from committee this session.

LB945, introduced by Lincoln Sen. Matt Hansen,
would have provided $150,000 to the
program for fiscal year 2016-17 and
again for FY2017-18. The bill called
for the state Department of Economic
Development to contract with commu-
nity development entities, which would

have awarded grants for eligible projects R
d Sen. Matt Hansen

R

Sen. Jhn Kuehn

such as grocery store renovations an
the creation of farmers’ markets, food cooperatives and
community gardens. m
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Appropriations Committee chairperson Sen. Heath Mello

awmakers made adjustments to the state’s two-year
budget with three bills passed -

this session.

LB956, introduced by Kearney Sen.
Galen Hadley at the request of the
governot, adjusts appropriations for
state operations, aid and construction
programs.

The bill includes provisions, origi-
nally introduced by Syracuse Sen.
Dan Watermeier as LB733, which
appropriate $1.5 million in general
funds this fiscal year to recruit and
retain quality staff in workforce short- 3
age areas within the state Department -
of Correctional Services. ‘A

The bill also includes $1.8 million Sen- Dan Watermeier
to address capacity and programming needs within the
department while the Lincoln Community Corrections

Center project is being completed.
The bill passed on a 46-1 vote.

Sen. Galen Hadley

LB957, also introduced by Hadley at the request of the
governor and passed 47-0, authorizes various fund transfers.

The bill transfers $27.3 million from the Cash Reserve
Fund to the Nebraska Capital Construction Fund to
cover the three-year cost of adding capacity to the Lincoln
Community Corrections Center, and $13.7 million to the
Military Installation Infrastructure Fund.

The bill also includes provisions of LB923, originally in-
troduced by Gering Sen. John Stinner,
which authorizes an annual transfer
of 25 percent of the state portion of
Medicaid fraud settlement funds to the
Health Care Homes for the Medically
Underserved Fund for proportional
distribution to the state’s federally quali-
fied heath centers.

LB981, introduced by the Business and Labor Commit-
tee, approves claims against the state and agency write-offs.

Among the claims approved in the bill are:

¢ $800,000 for a tort claim against the state Depart-
ment of Roads involving a vehicle accident resulting
from a traffic control system problem;

¢ $243,000 for a tort claim against the state Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services for failure to

Sen. John Stinner

provide Medicaid coverage for medically necessary
autism treatment;

¢ $230,000 in negotiated attorney fees to Nebraska
Appleseed for a claim settled by the state regarding
non-timely processing of applications for the Supple-
mental Nutrition Assistance Program; and

¢ $185,000 in negotiated attorney fees to the Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union of Nebraska for a claim
filed by seven couples who challenged the Nebraska
constitutional prohibition against same-sex marriage.

The bill passed 46-0.

LB960, introduced by Sen. Jim Smith of Pap11110n,
creates an infrastructure bank fund com-
posed of three programs overseen by the
state Department of Roads. The first will
accelerate capital improvement projects,
including the state’s expressway system
and other high-priority roads projects.

The second program will provide
funds to repair and replace deficient
county bridges and the third will finance improvements to
the state’s transportation infrastructure that will support
new and expanding businesses.

The bank fund will receive a one-time transfer of $50
million from the state’s cash reserve in July 2016. More
than $400 million in state motor fuel tax generated be-

Sen. Jim Smith
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tween July 2016 and June 2033 also will be directed to
the fund.

The bill also authorizes the department to hire a con-
struction manager who will advise the department on
project scheduling and to enter into contracts in which a
single contractor designs and builds a project.

The bill passed 48-0.

Senators also changed several economic development
provisions.

LB1093, introduced by Omaha Sen. Heath Mello,
initially dealt with cash funds for tobacco prevention
and stem cell research. Those provisions were replaced by
amendments to include provisions of the following bills.

LB1028, introduced by Sen. Adam
Morfeld of Lincoln, requires the state
Department of Economic Develop-
ment to contract with a statewide mi-
croenterprise development assistance :
organization and a statewide venture ‘
development organization. >

LB987, also introduced by Morfeld, Sen-Adam Morfeld
creates a bioscience steering committee made up of five
senators. The committee will study bio-
science’s impact on the state’s economy,
identify ways to stimulate job growth in
science, technology and engineering and
encourage biotechnology companies to
locate in Nebraska.

LB560, introduced by Sen. Matt
Williams of Gothenburg, requires the

Sen. Matt Williams

University of Nebraska’s Board of Regents to report annu-
ally to the Legislature with benchmarks
that lawmakers can use to evaluate the
performance of the Nebraska Innova-
tion Campus.

LB1017, introduced by Omaha Sen.
Brett Lindstrom, eliminates a residency
requirement for student interns under
a grant program.

Lawmakers approved updates to certain administrative
budget practices for state agencies.

Under LB1092, introduced by Mello, any department,
office, institution or expending agency that proposes
changes to its appropriation for the biennium in progress
will be required to file budget forms with the office of the
Director of Administrative Services (DAS). Forms must be
filed by Oct. 24 of each odd-numbered year.

The bill passed on a 44-0 vote.

In addition, DAS is required to develop a certification
form and procedure, to be included in each budget request,
through which each department and agency will certify
whether an administered program is an evidence-based
program or practice. If not, the department or agency will
be required to certify whether the program or practice is
reasonably capable of becoming evidence based.

The bill passed 48-0. m

Sen. Brett Lindstrom
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BANKING, COMMERCE

Banking, Commerce and Insurance Committee chairperson Sen. Jim
Scheer

irect primary care, unclaimed property and gov-

ernance reporting standards for insurers were

among the topics considered by the Banking,
Commerce and Insurance Committee this session.

Lawmakers approved a proposal to provide legislative
guidance for the state Department of Insurance regarding
direct primary care agreements.

LB817, sponsored by Ralston Sen. Merv Rlepe adopts
the Direct Primary Care Agreement Act
and confirms that such agreements do
not constitute insurance or function as
qualified health plans pursuant to any
federal mandate.

Among other provisions, the bill
stipulates that a practitioner in a direct
primary care agreement is prohibited
from billing a patient in any form for primary care services
provided under the contract. It also requires a practitioner

Sen. Merv Riepe

to provide 60 days’ notice in advance of any changes to
the contract.

The bill passed on a 48-0 vote.

LB772, introduced by Columbus
Sen. Paul Schumacher, updates
Nebraska law to address group-wide
supervision of international insur-
ance groups. Provisions of LB819,
introduced by Omaha Sen. Brett
Lindstrom, were amended into the
bill and provide new corporate gover- Sen. Paul Schumacher
nance reporting standards for insurers and risk retention
groups.

The bill passed 46-0.

LB873, introduced by Sen. John
Murante of Gretna, would have en-
abled the state of Nebraska to take
title of unclaimed, mature U.S. sav-
ings bonds five years after the bonds
become unclaimed property. The bill
was considered by the committee but
did not advance. m

Sen. John Murante

PAGE 4 + UNICAMERAL UPDATE -« INTERIM 2016 -

104™ LEGISLATURE -

SECOND SESSION



Sen. Burke Harr, Business and Labor Committee chairperson

awmakers passed several employment measures

this session that protect employees’ rights to wage

equity, compensation for earned vacation time and
workplace privacy.

Businesses employing fewer than 15 people have been
exempt from statute requiring equal
pay for equal work regardless of an
employee’s gender. LB83, amended
with provisions originally introduced
by Omaha Sen. Heath Mello in LB928,
now subjects all businesses to the state’s
equal pay statute.

Senators passed the bill on a 32-11 vote.

Under LB830, introduced by Omaha Sen. Burke Harr,
a state agency that denies an employee’s reasonable request
to use vacation leave before it is forfeited under the “use it

} r

Sen. Heath Mello

or lose it” policy must pay the employee the cash equivalent
of the forfeited leave that was denied.

The employing agency has discretion in approving or
denying vacation requests. The length of vacation leave
requested, the number of days left before forfeiture and

the prior notice given to management all are considered
in determining what is and is not a reasonable request.
These provisions also require that any cash payment for
forfeited vacation leave be paid by the state agency within
30 days after the requested and denied leave is forfeited.

Employees of the Legislature and the court systems are
exempt from the bill’s provisions.

Cash payments made will be considered compensation
in state employees’ defined contribution and cash benefit
plans but not for state employees’ defined benefit plans.
Currently only judges, state patrol and public school em-
ployees have defined benefit retirement plans.

LB830 contains provisions of LB972, also introduced by
Harr, that add major, nontenured policymaking positions
under the definition of employment to the Employment
Security Law, making them eligible for compensation
under LB830.

LB830 passed on a 48-0 vote.

The degree of online privacy an employee can reason-
ably expect at work also was discussed by senators this
session.

LB821, sponsored by O’'Neill Sen. Tyson Larson pro-
hibits an employer from requesting or
requiring that an employee or applicant
disclose his or her user names or pass-
words to personal Internet accounts or
log into a personal Internet account in
the presence of an employer. _

An employer also is prevented from ‘ 4
taking adverse action against, failing to Sen. Tyson Larson
hire, or otherwise penalizing an employee or applicant
for failure to disclose his or her personal Internet account
setting information.

The bill passed 46-0.

Lawmakers passed legislation focused on identifying
and addressing the state’s workforce needs.

LB1110, introduced by Mello, outlines guiding prin-
ciples for the state’s workforce programs and services so
they are responsive to the needs of employers, workers
and students.

The bill was amended to include provisions of Mello’s
LB1029, which create a sector partnership program to
study labor availability and skills gaps in the state. It calls
for the state Department of Labor to provide technical
assistance to public-private sector partnerships.

Senators passed the bill 44-0.

Two bills held in committee proposed benefits for
employees’ families.

Bellevue Sen. Sue Crawford introduced LB850, which

would have provided paid family medical leave for covered
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The bill proposed up to 12 weeks of paid leave for a
serious illness, including pregnancy, which precludes the
covered employee from performing his or her regular job
duties. For all other leave requests, up to eight weeks of

individuals in the event of the birth of
a new child, adoption or foster care
placement, serious illness or pregnancy
or illness of a family member.

Under the bill, any individual
working for a covered employer—any And LB836, introduced by Mello, would have provided
employer subject to employment monetary compensation to the family of a police officer,
security law—could elect coverage, Sen-SueCrawford  cqrrectional officer or firefighter killed in the line of duty,
upon which a payroll tax would be deducted from the including the family of those who work on a voluntary
individual’s wages. The amount to be deducted would not ~ basis. For responders killed in 2016, the bill proposed
exceed one-half of 1 percent of the individual’s wages in  compensation of $50,000. m
any 12-month period.

paid leave was proposed.
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Sen. Kate Sullivan, Education Committee chairperson

he Legislature’s Education Committee considered
bills this session that alter the state’s school aid for-
mula, eliminate the Omaha learning community’s

common levy and require high school students to take a
college admission test.

School funding

Introduced by Cedar Rapids Sen. Kate Sullivan on
behalf of Gov. Pete Ricketts, LB959 is intended to slow
the increase in property taxes, which are the main source
of funding for Nebraska’s K-12 schools.

Passed 47-0, the bill eliminates the minimum levy adjust-
ment in the state’s school aid formula beginning with the
2017-18 school fiscal year. The adjustment reduces state aid
to schools with a levy below $0.95 per $100 of valuation.

It also changes an averaging adjustment that provides
additional state aid to some school districts with more than
900 students. The adjustment, based on formula need per
student and a district’s levy, has ranged from 50 percent to
90 percent. The bill calculates the adjustment at 90 percent
for all qualifying districts.

LB959 also limits provisions of the Qualified Capital
Projects Undertaking Fund. School districts currently can
levy an additional $0.052 outside the $1.05 levy limit to

fund projects related to life safety, environmental hazards,
accessibility barriers and mold in existing school buildings
and grounds and for new construction. New projects will be
funded under a $0.03 levy and the fund may not be used for
new construction.

Sullivan also introduced LB1067, passed 40-7, which
repeals the 95-cent common levy and 2-cent special build-
ing fund levy for the 11 school districts in Douglas and
Sarpy counties that make up the learning community.

Member districts instead will have an individual levy
and will retain a 2-cent levy used for early childhood educa-
tion. The bill increases the amount of state aid for school
districts with a high percentage of students in poverty and
provides transition aid over two years.

Under the bill, learning communities will create a plan
to address achievement equity and barriers to achievement
such as poverty, mobility and truancy. Districts will be
eligible for additional state aid after the State Board of
Education approves the plans.

The proposal will increase state aid to learning com-
munity districts by approximately $13.4 million, including
$5.7 million in community achievement plan aid.

A similar bill proposing to end the learning commu-
nity’s common levy did not advance from committee.

LB967, introduced by Sen. Bill Kint-
ner of Papillion, would have eliminated
the Omaha learning community’s com-
mon levy and special building fund
levy and replaced them with individual
levies in the learning community’s 11
member districts.

The bill also would have eliminated the
requirement that learning community school districts transport
students who participate in the open enrollment program.

A bill that would have required the state to use general
funds to reimburse schools for most of their special educa-
tion costs was held in committee.

LB826, introduced by Sen. Al Davis of Hyannis, would
have required the state Department of
Education to reimburse school districts
for at least 80 percent of the total excess
allowable costs for special education
programs and support services. Excess
allowable costs are the costs to educate a
student with a disability that exceed the
average annual amount spent per student.

The bill would have required an additional $125 mil-
lion in state general funds to reimburse school districts for
those costs for FY2016-17 and an additional $152 million
for FY2017-18.

Sen. Bill Kintner

Sen. Al Davis
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Concepts of two bills intended to maintain state aid to
schools for free student meals were amended into LB1066,
a bill making several technical changes to education statutes.

LB1004, introduced by Omaha Sen. Tanya Cook,
and LB1065, introduced by Sullivan,
will help Nebraska schools implement
a federal provision that allows schools
with high poverty rates to provide free
breakfast and lunch to all students with-
out the need for an application.

The bill, passed 44-0, increases by 10
percent the number of students included ~Sen- Tanya Cook
in the state aid calculation for schools that implement the
provision, helping schools maintain their state funding. It also
offers schools the option of using that multiplier or the num-
ber of students who qualified for free meals in the most recent
fiscal year for which data is available, whichever is greater.

Workforce development

Abill intended to increase coordination among the state’s
public education programs and increase enrollment in teacher
education programs failed to advance from general file.

LB371, introduced by Sullivan, would have created the
Nebraska Council for Educational Success. The 21-member
council would have recommended to the Legislature ways
to help students advance through the education system
from early childhood to postsecondary school, increase
enrollment in teacher education programs, align high
school and college academic standards and increase parent
involvement in children’s education.

The bill failed to advance on a 21-21 vote, four votes
short of the needed total.

A bill creating a task force that would recommend mea-
sures to increase the supply and quality
of professionals providing early child-
hood care and education in Nebraska
was held in committee.

LB773, introduced by Sen. John
Stinner of Gering, would have created the
Early Childhood Workforce Development
Task Force. The group would have been
charged with submitting a report to the
Legislature outlining the state’s current
need for early childhood care and educa-
tion workers, assessing the current system
for training them and making recom-
mendations for improving that system.

LB906, introduced by Sen. Brett

Lindstrom of Omaha, authorizes a 30 "sen. Brett Lindstrom

Sen. John Stinner

percent tuition waiver for law enforcement officers who
attend any state university, state college or community
college in Nebraska.

Participating officers will have to maintain satisfactory
job performance, meet all admissions requirements at their
postsecondary institution and pursue an associate or bac-
calaureate degree related to a career in law enforcement.

Senators voted 46-0 to pass the bill.

A bill introduced by Lincoln Sen.
Adam Morfeld failed to advance from
committee. LB691 would have provided
grants to Nebraska residents with finan-
cial need who are enrolled in teaching or .
health care undergraduate programs at .
Nebraska’s public or private nonprofit ‘ >
colleges and universities.

Sen. Adam Morfeld

Testing and admission requirements

Sponsored by Sen. Jim Scheer of Norfolk, LB930
requires public school students in the

11th grade to take a college admission
test, such as the ACT or SAT, instead of
current Nebraska State Accountability
assessments.

The bill directs the State Board of
Education to select the test and autho-
rizes the state Department of Education
to use lottery funds to pay for schools’ expenses in admin-
istering the tests in the 2017-18 school year.

It also ends the requirement for a statewide writing as-
sessment after the 2016-17 school year and instead requires
that the statewide reading assessment contain a writing
component.

The bill passed 46-1.

Abill that would have required Nebraska middle school-
ers to be vaccinated for meningococcal disease failed to
advance from select file.

LB18, introduced by Omaha Sen. Bob Krist last session,
would have added the meningococcal
vaccines recommended by the U.S.
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention to the required immuniza-
tions for students enrolled in Nebraska
schools. Two doses would have been
required under the proposed bill—one
when a student enters seventh grade
and another after turning 16.

Krist's motion to invoke cloture failed 29-14, ending further
consideration of the bill. Thirty-three votes were needed. m

Sen. Jim Scheer

"'I ', .'
A

Sen. Bob Krist
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Sen. Bob Krist, chairperson of the Executive Board

edistricting and expansion of legislative oversight
topped the list of Executive Board issues consid-
ered by lawmakers.

Currently, the Legislature is responsible for drawing new
governmental boundaries every 10 years after the decennial
census for districts pertaining to the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives, the Legislature, Public Service Commission,
University of Nebraska Board of Regents and the state
Board of Education.

LB580, introduced by Gretna Sen.
John Murante, would have created the
Independent Redistricting Citizen’s
Advisory Commission to assist in the
process beginning in 2021. The bill
passed on a 29-15 vote but was vetoed
by the governor April 18.

The bill proposed that the commission be established
by Jan. 30 of each redistricting year. Each of the three
legislative caucuses would appoint three people to serve
on the commission, with no more than five members of
the commission with the same political party affiliation.

In his veto message, Gov. Pete Ricketts outlined several

Sen. John Murante

objections to the bill, including that it “improperly del-
egates” redistricting authority.

Murante did not offer a motion to override the gover-
nor’s veto and explained in a statement that concerns had
arisen about the bill’s constitutionality.

Oversight

Lawmakers adopted resolutions authorizing three spe-
cial committees of the Legislature.

LR418, introduced by Omaha Sen.
Sara Howard and adopted 26-7, creates
the ACCESSNebraska Oversight Com-
mittee to provide oversight and ongo-
ing dialogue between the Legislature
and the state Department of Health
and Human Services (DHHS) to ensure
continued improvement of the system.

ACCESSNebraska is an online and call center system
developed and implemented by DHHS to determine public
benefit eligibility and deliver benefits to clients.

The new committee replaces the ACCESSNebraska
Special Investigative Committee of the Legislature, which
was created in 2014 to investigate an array of problems,
including long wait times for callers, lost paperwork and
high worker turnover.

LR403, introduced by Lincoln Sen. Matt Hansen,
creates the seven-member Election
Technology Committee to study the
longevity of technology used by elec-
tion commissioners and county clerks
to conduct elections as of Jan. 1, 2016.

The committee also will study the
feasibility of updating or replacing elec-
tions technology and report its findings
and recommendations to the Legislature no later than
Dec. 15, 2016.

The resolution was adopted 30-4.

LR413, introduced by Syracuse
Sen. Dan Watermeier and adopted
320, establishes the Task Force on Be-
havioral and Mental Health to moni-
tor the progress of a statewide needs
assessment and the development of a
strategic plan being undertaken by the

& 4

g
Sen. Sara Howard

Sen. Matt Hansen

N

DHHS division of behavioral health. Sen- Dan Watermeier
Lawmakers also passed a bill that expedites delivery of

confidential records to the Inspector General of Nebraska

Child Welfare.
A measure passed by the Legislature in 2015 expanded
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the jurisdiction of the inspector general to include the
state’s juvenile services division of the Office of Probation
Administration. It authorized the inspector general to ac-
cess confidential information pertinent to investigations,
including video testimony from victims of abuse.

LB954, introduced by Omaha Sen. Bob Krist, addition-
ally authorizes the inspector general to submit written
requests for access to records—including sealed records—of
juvenile probation officers. The records must be delivered
within five days of a juvenile court order.

The bill also directs the juvenile court to provide confi-
dential record information to the Foster Care Review Office.

LB954 passed 49-0 vote and took effect immediately.

Senators authorized the Legislative Audit Office to
conduct performance audits of two judicial branch offices.

Introduced by Watermeier and passed 49-0, LB1016 sub-
jects the Office of Probation Administration and the Office
of Public Guardian to performance audits by the Legislative
Audit Office. The office reviews state agency programs to
ensure they effectively implement the Legislature’s intent.

The Legislative Performance Audit Committee intro-
duced LB1022, which gives the Legislative Audit Office
direct access to data necessary for conducting performance
audits of tax incentive programs. The bill allows the office
to request confidential state Department of Revenue data
and removes current provisions giving the speaker of the
Legislature and the chairperson of the committee access
to confidential data in certain circumstances.

The bill passed 44-4.

Other measures

A bill that establishes a process for the development and
publication of a certified version of the state constitution

was approved on a 45-0 vote.

Under LB686, sponsored by Omaha Sen. Ernie Cham-
bers, the secretary of state, attorney “
general and the Legislature will coop- /]
erate in publishing a certified version
of the Nebraska Constitution. The
document will be updated annually
to incorporate any changes made by
the Legislature or the courts.

The certified copy resulting from
the process will serve as the official version of the Nebraska
Constitution and may be cited as prima facie evidence of
the law in all state courts. It also will be made available
electronically on the Legislature’s website and to the public
in print form upon request.

Lawmakers voted 46-0 to create a legislative task force
focused on innovation and entrepreneurship in Nebraska’s
economy.

LB1083, introduced by Gothenburg
Sen. Matt Williams, adopts the Next
Generation Business Growth Act and
creates a Venture Development and
Innovation Task Force, consisting of
six senators appointed by the Execu-
tive Board.

In consultation with the Executive Board, the task
force will employ a nonprofit organization to assist in
development of a statewide strategic plan by Dec. 1, 2016,
to cultivate a climate of entrepreneurship and innovation
in Nebraska. The $75,000 in funding for development of
the strategic plan will come from the Community Develop-
ment Assistance Act.

The Next Generation Business Growth Act terminates

onJan. 1, 2017. m

Sen. Ernie Chambers

Sen. Matt Williams
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Sen. Tyson Larson, General Affairs Committee chairperson
awmakers considered several changes to gaming and
liquor laws this year as well as a library regulation
proposal.

A variety of changes to the state’s Liquor Control Act
were approved this session with passage of LB1105, intro-
duced by O’Neill Sen. Tyson Larson. The bill establishes
the Nebraska Craft Brewery Board, which will include
seven governor-appointed members who have been in-
volved in the beer industry.

The bill also creates the Nebraska Beer Industry Pro-
motional Fund to advance, market and promote the beer
brewing process in Nebraska and the agricultural products
grown and produced in the state for use in the beer in-
dustry. The fund will consist of money credited from beer
manufacturer shipping licenses and a $250 annual fee for
craft brewery licensees.

In addition, the bill makes the following changes to the
Liquor Control Act:

¢ allows an employee who is at least 16 years old to ring
up tickets that include alcohol purchases as long as
the employee does not handle alcohol;

e removes the requirement that a club must have a
kitchen;

e repeals the prohibition on pull tab or pull tops on
soda and beer cans;

e increases the penalty for the illegal manufacturing
of spirits;

¢ removes the prohibition on “other fruit product nor
any artificial product which imparts a fruit flavor
other than apple” in the hard cider definition;

e establishes a liquor license class for small boutiques

to sell a limited amount of alcohol;

clarifies that a craft brewery licensee who has held

the license for a minimum of three years, operates a
brewpub or microbrewery and has a manufacturer’s
license, may continue to operate up to five retail
locations;

¢ eliminates the requirement that a licensee must reap-
ply for a license if the licensee’s location is annexed
by an adjacent municipality; and

¢ harmonizes the excise tax rate and makes the statute
applicable to wholesale and manufacturing licensees,
not just retail licensees.

The bill contains provisions of two
additional bills.

LB748, originally introduced by
Omabha Sen. Brett Lindstrom, allows an
individual to import alcohol—up to 108
liters per calendar year—for personal
use from a holder of a retail direct sales Sen. Brett Lindstrom
shipping license or its equivalent.

LB1046, originally introduced by
Crete Sen. Laura Ebke, allows a Nebraska
resident who is legally able to work in the
state to be eligible for a liquor license
regardless of U.S. citizenship.

The bill passed on a vote of 45-2.

Two gaming proposals were advanced from committee
but stalled during general file debate.

The first, an omnibus bill that would have changed
provisions of several gaming rules in Nebraska and regu-
late fantasy sports contests, was tabled at the request of
the introducer.

Sen. Laura Ebke

LB970, as introduced by Larson, would have allowed any
form of payment in U.S. currency under the various state
acts that govern bingo, pickle cards, lotteries and raffles.
Currently, only cash is allowed for keno transactions.

Among other provisions, the bill would have allowed
more flexibility for pickle card operators and eliminated
the mandatory five-minute wait time between keno games.

A General Affairs Committee amendment would have
stricken the provision eliminating the five-minute wait
between keno games. The amendment also would have
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incorporated provisions from two ad-
ditional bills.

Provisions from LB820, originally in-
troduced by Venango Sen. Dan Hughes,
would have allowed a lottery or raffle in
which the winners are determined based
on the timing of a naturally occurring
event, such as a weather event.

Provisions of LB862, introduced by Larson, would have
codified fantasy contests in Nebraska law. The provisions
would have applied only to operators who offer fantasy
contests for cash prizes to the general public upon payment
of an entry fee.

A motion to bracket LB970 was pending when Larson
requested that the bill be placed on hold for the remainder
of the session.

After extended general file debate, an attempt to force a
vote on a bill that would have granted the state taxing and
regulatory authority over community card games failed.

LB619, introduced by Larson, would have authorized
the state Liquor Control Commission to oversee licensing
for two types of poker games—draw and community card
games. The bill defines community card games as those,
such as Texas Hold’em, in which a player combines the
cards he or she is holding with community cards that all
players share.

Under the bill, current liquor licensees and nonprofits

..A
Sen. Dan Hughes

that otherwise would qualify for a special designated liquor
license could have applied for a poker endorsement or a
special designated poker license for events on or off the
licensee’s premises.

After six hours of debate, Larson offered a motion to
invoke cloture—or cease debate and force a vote on the
bill and any pending amendments. The motion failed on
a vote of 16-29.

Another gaming measure was indefinitely postponed
by the committee on a 7-1 vote.

LR380CA, introduced by Hoskins Sen. Dave Bloom-
field, would have placed a proposed change to the division
of lottery proceeds on the next general election ballot.

If approved by voters, the amendment to the state con-
stitution would have:

e increased from 44.5 to 65 percent the amount des-
ignated for education;

¢ decreased from 44.5 to 26.5 percent the amount des-
ignated to the Nebraska Environmental Trust; and

e decreased from 10 to 7.5 percent the amount desig-
nated to the Nebraska State Fair Board.

Finally, LB969, sponsored by Larson, would have allowed
all municipalities in the state to choose whether libraries
within their community are governed by a board that is part
of city government or by a separate advisory board.

The bill was considered by the committee but was not
advanced to general file. m
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GOVERNMENT, MILITARY

Government, Military and Veterans Affairs Commlttee chairperson
Sen. John Murante

awmakers considered bills this session that impact
administrative leadership hires, election law and the
state’s military installations.

Transparency

Sen. John Murante of Gretna introduced LB1109,
which requires the University of Nebraska’s Board of Re-
gents to provide public notice of a preliminarily selected
candidate 30 days before the board votes on whether to
hire the candidate as chancellor or president. The board is
required to make public the candidate’s application materi-
als and provide a forum in which the candidate can meet
with and answer questions from the public.

This replaces a process in which the names of the final
four candidates are made public.

Lawmakers passed the bill 38-8.

Omaha Sen. John McCollister introduced LB851, which

modifies the Taxpayer Transparency Act to include quasi-

public entities such as boards and
commissions created by the Legisla-
ture. Entities are required to submit
all expenditures of state receipts to
the state treasurer for inclusion on the
state’s spending transparency website.

The bill defines a state entity as
any agency, board, commission or
department of the state and any other body created by state
statute that includes a person appointed by the governor,
the head of any state agency or department, an employee of
the state of Nebraska or any combination of such persons
that is empowered to collect and disburse state receipts.

State receipts are limited under the bill to revenue or
income received by a state entity used to pay the expenses
necessary to perform the state entity’s functions and re-
ported to the state treasurer in total amounts by category
of income.

Sen. John McCollister

Data collected will be available on the state spending
website beginning in fiscal year 2016-17.

LB851 passed 48-0.

LB867, introduced by the Legislative Performance Audit
Committee, amends the Administrative Procedures Act
(APA).

Among other provisions, the bill amends the definition
of rule or regulation and clarifies that internal procedural
documents used to guide agency staff on organization and
operations, guidance documents and forms and instruc-
tions are not classified as rules under the APA.

The bill creates short-term emergency rules, which can
be adopted outside of normal APA procedures and require
the governor’s approval. An emergency rule would remain
in effect for 90 days and could be made permanent only
through the full promulgation process.

Factors that an agency could consider in determining
whether emergency rulemaking is necessary are limited to
imminent peril to public health, safety or welfare or the
unforeseen loss of federal funding for an agency program.

Rules and regulations made under the emergency rule-
making procedures will be filed with the secretary of state’s
office and published on the agency’s website. Exemptions
to the formal rulemaking requirements outlined in the
bill may not be used if a change would alter the rights or
obligations of the public.

The bill also requires the state Department of Cor-
rectional Services to develop rules and regulations for
circumstances in which an inmate is outside of a correc-
tional facility.

LB867 passed on a 33-0 vote.

Gov. Pete Ricketts vetoed a bill April 15 that would
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have made several changes to the state’s
audit operations. LB935, introduced
by Ogallala Sen. Ken Schilz, had been
passed April 12 on a 37-8 vote.

The bill would have authorized a pen-
alty for a political subdivision that fails
to annually provide the state auditor’s
office information relating to interlocal
agreements. The penalty for noncompliance would have
been $20 per day, not to exceed $2,000 per delinquency.

In his veto message, Ricketts focused on provisions of
the bill originally introduced by Omaha
Sen. Bob Krist as LB1099. Those would
have changed reimbursement proce-
dures for state employees to a per diem
based on the federal rate.

The governor said the change would
increase costs to the state and create
a potential for misuse of tax dollars.
Ricketts said he and State Auditor Charlie Janssen have
agreed to study the issue further and will present a new
alternative next year.

LB935 included provisions from two additional bills:

LB993, originally introduced by
Lincoln Sen. Colby Coash, would have
allowed the state auditor to have his
or her designee serve on the state Sug-
gestion Award Board and would have
allowed the auditor to share audit work-
ing papers with the Legislature, IRS,
FBI, state tax commissioner, Nebraska
Accountability and Disclosure Commission and specified
law enforcement agencies.

LB1084, originally introduced by
Gering Sen. John Stinner, would have
prevented state agencies and the state
purchasing bureau from extending
contracts for more than 50 percent of
the initial contract term and would have
prohibited more than one duration
amendment per contract.

Sen. en Schilz

)
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Sen. Bob Krist

Sen. Colby Coash

Sen. John Stinner

Elections

Murante introduced LB874, which makes the process
for filling vacancies on school boards consistent statewide
by stipulating that an appointee will fill a vacancy for the
remainder of the unexpired term.

The measure includes provisions of four additional bills.

LB879, originally introduced by Murante, changes the

requirement to place a candidate’s name on the partisan
general election ballot by petition to at least 10 percent of
the registered voters entitled to vote for
the office.

LB787, originally introduced by
Lincoln Sen. Adam Morfeld, allows a
voter to voluntarily photograph his or -~
her ballot after it is marked and reveal ‘
the photograph. Sen. Adam Morfeld

LB741, originally introduced by
Lincoln Sen. Matt Hansen, removes
from the list of banned electioneering
practices the display of yard signs on
private property within 200 feet of a
polling place that is not under common
ownership with the polling place.

LB682, originally introduced by
Omaha Sen. Joni Craighead, changes
the deadline for a voter to request a
vote-by-mail ballot from 4 p.m. of the
Wednesday preceding the election to
the close of business on the second
Friday preceding the election. J

The bill also designates the 22nd day Sen- Joni Craighead
before an election as the earliest date that an election com-
missioner or county clerk may send out vote-by-mail ballots.
That date currently is the 20th day before an election.

LB874 passed on a 45-0 vote.

A measure that would have allowed an 18year-old to
hold public office in Nebraska stalled after two days of
debate. As introduced by O’Neill Sen. Tyson Larson last
session, LR26CA would have placed a proposed constitu-
tional amendment on the November 2016 general election
ballot that would change age eligibility for public office in
Nebraska to the federal voting age.

Currently, an individual must be 21 to serve in the Leg-
islature and 30 to serve as governor, lieutenant governor
or as a Nebraska Supreme Court judge.

Larson offered a motion to invoke cloture-or cease de-
bate and force a vote on the bill. The motion was defeated
on a 26-18 vote. Thirty-three votes were required.

A bill that would have reinstated the winnertake-all
system for allocating Nebraska’s presidential electoral
votes stalled on final reading. Currently, the winner of
Nebraska’s statewide popular vote receives two Electoral
College votes. The state’s three congressional districts also
award one electoral vote each based on the popular vote
winner in each district. Maine is the only other state to
use this system.

LB10, sponsored by Omaha Sen. Beau McCoy, would

Sen. Matt Hansen
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have reinstated a winner-take-all system
and award all five electoral votes to the
winner of the state’s popular vote. Af-
ter extended debate, McCoy offered a
cloture motion, which failed on a vote
of 32-17, one vote short of the number
required.

Sen. Be;J McCoy

Other measures

Sen. Sue Crawford of Bellevue mtroduced LB754
which establishes the Commission on g

Military and Veterans Affairs to protect
the state’s military installations, attract 8
new missions and serve Nebraska’s mili-

tary members and veterans. G
Among other duties, the governor- / .
appointed commission is authorized ' .
to: Sen. Sue Crawford
e address matters of military significance in Nebraska;
* conduct activities relating to the welfare of veterans
and the state’s economic development; and
e advise the governor, Legislature, Nebraska’s congres-
sional delegation and other governmental officials
where appropriate.
The bill also authorizes the Nebraska National Guard
to utilize the Nebraska Code of Military Justice.
The bill passed 47-0.
Nebraska law recognizes four county classifications based
on population. Counties had been classified as follows:
¢ Class I has a population of at least 300,000;
e Class II has a population of at least 200,000 and
less than 300,000;

e Class IIT has a population of at least 100,000 and
less than 200,000; and
* Class IV has a population less than 100,000.

Hansen introduced LB742, passed 46-0, which raised
the Class I threshold to a population of 400,000 and ad-
justed the Class II threshold accordingly.

LB1080, introduced by Hastings
Sen. Les Seiler, increases the purchasing
limit for Cornhusker State Industries
(CSI)-the state Department of Correc-
tional Services industries program-from
$25,000 to $50,000.

The bill also authorizes recycling of
materials used by CSI in the produc-
tion of goods and services and allows CSI to retain the
recycling proceeds in order to purchase raw materials for
future projects.

LB1080 passed on a 48-0 vote.

Sen. Laura Ebke of Crete introduced LR35, which
called for a convention of the states,
authorized under Article V of the U.S.
Constitution. Congress would be com-
pelled to call a convention of the states
if a two-thirds majority-34 states—pass
identical resolutions.

Sen. Les Seiler

It would require a three-fourths
majority-38 states-to ratify an amend-
ment to the U.S. Constitution. The convention would deal

Ejen. 'I_au-ra Ebke

only with proposed amendments, which would be sent to
the states for ratification.

Senators voted 25-18 to recommit LR35 back to the
Government, Military and Veterans Affairs Committee,
ending debate on the measure. m
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Sen. Kathy Campbell, chairperson of the Health and Human Services
Committee

hild welfare, licensure and credentialing require-
ments and a fourth attempt to expand Medicaid
topped the list of health and human services issues

considered by lawmakers this session.
Child welfare

A bill designed to normalize life for Nebraska’s foster
youth was approved this session.

LB746, sponsored by Lincoln Sen. Kathy Campbell,
implements a federal law designed to promote normalcy
for foster youth and encourage their involvement in devel-
opmentally appropriate activities.

Under the bill, a reasonable and prudent parent stan-
dard will be developed for caregivers—whether in-home or
in an institutional setting—that will allow caregivers to use
their best judgment in making day-to-day decisions about
participation in extracurricular and social activities for
youth in their care. To the extent possible, birth parents
also will be involved in such decisions.

The bill establishes the Normalcy Task Force, with mem-
bers appointed by the Nebraska Children’s Commission,
and includes provisions of LB1034, originally introduced

by Campbell. The provisions extend the termination date
of the commission to June 30, 2019, and specify that no
member may have a private financial interest, profit or
benefit from any of the commission’s work.

The bill also requires the commission to develop a sys-
tem of care plan and analyze case management workforce

issues. LB746 passed on a 48-0 vote.

Public benefits

LB1081, sponsored by Campbell and passed 47-0, will allow
low-income Nebraskans to be part of a nationwide study on the
impact of public assistance on early childhood development.

For participants in the grant funded research, the bill
excludes income from participation in the study when
determining eligibility for the child care subsidy program,
low-income home energy assistance program, Temporary
Assistance for Needy Families and Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Programs.

The exclusion is limited to $4,000 per year for four years
and will be discontinued at the end of 2022.

The bill incorporated provisions of
LB701, originally introduced by Omaha
Sen. Heath Mello, which remove a Dec. 31,
2016, termination date for a state law that
allows certain educational opportunities to
count toward core work requirements for the
purposes of a selfsufficiency contract under
the Aid to Dependent Children program.

A fourth attempt to expand Medicaid was bracketed
by lawmakers.

This year’s proposal-LB1032, spon-
sored by Omaha Sen. John McCol-
lister—would have created the Tran-
sitional Health Insurance Program
(T-HIP) as an alternative means of
providing health coverage to approxi-
mately 97,000 uninsured Nebraskans
who are newly eligible under the Affordable Care Act (ACA).

LB1032 would have required the state Department of
Health and Human Services (DHHS) to apply for a Med-
icaid waiver within 14 months of the bill’s effective date.
Under the waiver, individuals ineligible for Medicaid with
incomes below 133 percent of the federal poverty level
would be enrolled in private health insurance through a
premium assistance model in which Medicaid dollars are
leveraged to purchase private health plans.

The state’s cost of the plan would have been paid from
the state’s Health Care Cash Fund under a Health and
Human Services Committee amendment. The program

Sen. eath Mello

A~
Sen. John McCollister
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would have terminated in three years and been suspended
automatically should federal funding fall below 90 percent.

Senators voted 28-20 to bracket the bill on general file,
ending debate on it for the session.

Licensure and credentialing

Under LB721, introduced by Lincoln Sen. Roy Baker
and passed 48-0, DHHS will provide li-
censure for surgical first assistants (SFA).

The bill requires that an applicant:

¢ be certified as an SFA by an ap-
proved certifying body;

e successfully complete an SFA
education or other experiential or
training program approved by the
state Board of Medicine and Surgery;

e pass a nationally recognized SFA examination ad-
opted by the board; and

¢ have a high school diploma or equivalent as deter-
mined by the board.

An individual who submits evidence satisfactory to the
board that he or she has been functioning primarily as an SFA
in a licensed health care facility within the last five years prior to
Sept. 1, 2016, will be exempt from the licensure requirements.

Also exempt are individuals who hold a current SFA certifica-
tion issued by an approved certifying body or issued by another
state that has standards substantially equivalent to Nebraska’s.

LB722, also sponsored by Baker, develops a statewide
stroke system of care in Nebraska.

The bill requires DHHS to designate Nebraska hospi-
tals as comprehensive stroke centers, primary care stroke
centers or acute stroke-ready hospitals based on nationally
recognized standards.

DHHS will compile and maintain a list of such hospitals
on the department’s website. The department also will
adopt and distribute a nationally recognized, standardized
stroke triage assessment tool to each emergency medical
service (EMS) licensed in the state. All EMS licensees will
be required to use a triage tool and establish assessment,
treatment and transport protocols for stroke patients.

In addition, a task force will be established by DHHS to
address matters of triage, treatment and transport of stroke
patients. The task force will provide advice and recommen-
dations to the department regarding implementation of
the Stroke System of Care Act.

The bill passed on a 45-2 vote.

LB19, sponsored by Omaha Sen. Bob Krist, requires
DHHS to develop certification standards for private labo-
ratories to test drinking water samples provided by public

Sen. Roy Baker

water systems for all acute toxins.

The department will develop regula-
tions regarding quality assurance and
quality control procedures, commu-
nication of test results and staffing,
equipment, procedures and method-

ology for conducting laboratory tests. a

The bill passed on a 41-0 vote. Sen. Bob Krist
LB235, introduced by Omaha Sen.
Sara Howard, places restrictions on eyeglass
kiosks—defined as automated equipment
or applications used to conduct an eye
examination either in person or remotely.

Under the bill, a kiosk must:

¢ be approved by the federal Food
and Drug Administration;

¢ meet Americans with Disabilities Act requirements;

e carry liability insurance adequate to cover claims;

e comply with the Health Insurance Portability and
Accountability Act;

¢ havearecognized Current Procedural Terminologycode;and

e display the name and state license number of the
provider who will read and interpret the diagnostic
data and information produced by the kiosk.

Violations may incur a civil penalty up to $10,000 per
violation and the attorney general may file a civil action at the
request of DHHS. Investigation and complaint review will
be done in accordance with the Uniform Credentialing Act.

The bill also limits the strength of over-the-counter
eyeglasses to +3.25 diopters. LB235 passed on a 49-0 vote.

Natural hair braiding is exempt from cosmetology cre-
dentialing requirements under a bill passed 42-0.

Sponsored by Omaha Sen. Nicole Fox,
LB898 exempts an individual engaged solely
in the practice of natural hair braiding from
the state’s licensing requirements.

The bill defines natural hair braiding
as a service of twisting, wrapping, weaving,
extending, locking or braiding hair by hand
or with mechanical devices without the ap-
plication of dyes, reactive chemicals, chemical joining agents
or other preparations to alter the color or structure of the hair.

Abill passed 47-0 updates Nebraska barber laws to '1hgr1
with federal financial aid requirements.

LB842, introduced by Malcolm Sen. Ken
Haar, requires a high school diploma or GED
prior to admittance to a barber school if the
school operates as a postsecondary barber
college. The bill also allows the state barber
board to continue to authorize licensed bar-

Sen. Sara Howard

A RN
Sen. Nicole Fox

Sen. Ken Haar
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ber schools at the non-postsecondary level.

A bill that would provide Nebraska dental assistants
the option of becoming licensed in the state stalled during
general file debate.

LB901, introduced by Seward Sen. Mark
Kolterman, would have created a new cat-
egory of licensed dental assistant. Licensure
would have been optional under the bill, y,
which also would have created the position ‘ -
of expanded function dental assistant. Sen. Mark Kolterman

The bill also would have provided the option for credential-
ing in expanded duties for licensed dental assistants, dental
hygienists and public health hygienists.

The bill was debated briefly on the floor, but lawmakers
moved on to another section of the agenda without taking

action on LB901.

Other measures

Lawmakers enhanced Nebraska’s Prescription Drug
Monitoring Program this session.

LB471, introduced last year by Howard, will strengthen
the program by:

e prohibiting patients from opting out of the system;

e requiring prescription dispensers to reportto the system;

¢ allowing prescribers and dispensers to access the
system at no cost;

e requiring all controlled substance prescriptions to
be entered into the system; and

e capturing information relating to all payers, includ-
ing self pay and Medicaid.

The provisions will apply to veterinarians beginning
Jan. 1, 2018.

In addition, the bill establishes a 10-member Veterinary
Prescription Monitoring Program Task Force. The task
force will study and develop recommendations regarding
which controlled substances veterinarians will report under
the system, as well as appropriate reporting procedures.

The bill passed on a 46-0 vote.

LB698, sponsored by Mello, creates the Home Care
Consumer Bill of Rights, which applies to individuals 60
and older, those 18 and older with a disability or who are
incapacitated and to the parent or guardian of a minor
who receives home care services.

A consumer of home care services, or the parent or
guardian of a consumer who is a minor, will have the right
to privacy and have grievances addressed in a timely manner.
They also will have the right to participate in the approval
of services and any changes in service and to receive care
in a way that promotes his or her dignity and individuality.

An individual who violates the bill’s provisions will
be subject to a civil penalty of $100 per violation, up to a
maximum of $2,000.

The bill was amended to include provisions from four
additional bills.

LB963, introduced by Fox, updates state law to comply
with changes to the federal Older Americans Act and
equalizes the process for how the Area Agencies on Aging
fund local programs.

LB708, introduced by Lincoln Sen.
Kate Bolz, requires the state Department
of Health and Human Services to de-
velop an endorsement for assisted living
facilities that provide high quality care for
individuals with cognitive impairment,
dementia and Alzheimer’s disease.

The department also is required to examine the Med-
icaid rate structure and make recommendations regarding
a higher or supplemental reimbursement rate for facilities
that qualify for the endorsement. :

LB849, introduced by Bellevue Sen.
Sue Crawford, requires a hospital to
give each patient or the patient’s legal
guardian the opportunity to name an
individual as a designated caregiver.

A designated caregiver will be con- Sen. Sue Crawford
sulted regarding the patient’s discharge plan and the
hospital will be required to describe the patient’s aftercare
needs post-release or transfer, including a description and
demonstration of any aftercare tasks.

LB869, also introduced by Crawford, aligns Nebraska
law with federal requirements for fingerprinting and back-
ground checks of high-risk Medicaid providers.

The bill passed on a 47-0 vote.

LB804, introduced by Omaha
Sen. Robert Hilkemann, would have
allowed an eligible patient under
the Investigational Drug Use Act to
be treated with any drug, biological
product or medical device that has suc- Sen. Robert Hilkernann
cessfully completed Phase 1 of a clinical trial but has not
yet been approved for general use by the FDA—provided
that the drug remains in an FDA-approved clinical trial.

The bill advanced from committee 7-0 and but was not
discussed on general file.

Also advanced to general file was a bill that would have
allowed pharmacists to substitute biological products with
FDA-approved interchangeable biologics. LB979, spon-
sored by Heartwell Sen. John Kuehn, advanced 5-0 from
committee but was not debated on the floor. m

Sen. Kte Bolz
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Sen. Les Seiler, chairperson of the Judiciary Committee

enators passed measures this session that will provide

a more transparent grand jury process, prevent civil

forfeiture without criminal charges and ensure wage
equality for all Nebraskans.

A governor’s veto of a bill that will make additional
Nebraskans eligible for professional licensure was overrid-
den by the Legislature April 20. Lawmakers voted 31-13 to
override the veto. Thirty votes were needed.

Introduced by Omaha Sen. Heath Mello, LB947 allows
Nebraska residents who are covered by
the federal Deferred Action of Child-
hood Arrivals (DACA) program to apply
for professional or commercial licenses
in order to practice their professions. Eli-
gible residents can apply for credentials
under the Uniform Credentialing Act.

Administered by the U.S. Department
of Homeland Security, the DACA program is designed to
protect from deportation individuals who were brought into
the country illegally as children. Those who meet DACA
guidelines are eligible for a work permit and may request

Sen. Heath Mello

deferred action for two years, subject to renewal.

Any professional license granted under the bill will be
rescinded if a person’s lawful status is rescinded. LB947
also ensures that recipients are ineligible for public benefits
other than a professional license.

Courts

Ensuring people receive fair and equitable treatment
during court proceedings was a priority of lawmakers this
session.

Under LB894, introduced by Lincoln Sen. Patty Pansing
Brooks, juvenile courts can accept a
juvenile’s waiver of right to counsel
only on the record in open court
and confirmed in writing signed by
the juvenile. The court must con-
sider the juvenile’s age, intelligence
and emotional stability in determin-
ing whether to accept such waiver.

Under no circumstance will a waiver of right to counsel be
accepted for a juvenile under age 14 or for a detention hear-
ing, dispositional hearing requiring out-of-home placement
or motion to transfer a case from juvenile to adult court.

The bill also requires the juvenile court, when appoint-
ing counsel, to do so after a juvenile petition is filed but
before the juvenile appears before the court. It ensures a
juvenile’s timely right to counsel.

The provisions of LB894 will apply only to counties
with a population of more than 150,000 people. The bill
also authorizes the court to find parents in contempt of
court if they have accepted free counsel despite an ability
to afford such counsel.

The bill includes provisions of LB673, introduced by
Sen. Bob Krist of Omaha, that enable =
counties to establish internal guardian
ad litem divisions, similar to a public
defender’s office. A judge has the au-
thority to appoint a guardian outside of
a county’s division as he or she sees fit.

Provisions of three additional bills
were incorporated into LB894, including:

* LB709, originally introduced
by Omaha Sen. Sara Howard,
which reclassifies secure and
nonsecure detention as deten-
tion and alternatives to deten-
tion and requires additional
court review of such programs;

* LB845, introduced by Pansing

Sen. Patt Pansing Brooks

M

Sen. Bob Krist

Sen. Sara Howard
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Brooks, which requires thorough documentation of
each instance of solitary confinement of a juvenile,
including the length of confinement and the race,
ethnicity age and gender of confined juveniles; and
LB893, also introduced by Pansing Brooks, which
requires that a juvenile be at least 11 years old to be
prosecuted or adjudicated for a criminal law viola-
tion and gives county juvenile courts jurisdiction
of children who are 10 or younger who engage in
conduct that otherwise would be considered a law

violation.

The bill passed on a 46-0 vote.

Pansing Brooks also introduced LB843, passed 42-0,
which grants legal immunity from prostitution charges for
any person proven by law enforcement to be a victim of
labor or sex trafficking.

The bill includes provisions of
LB1097, originally introduced by Lin-
coln Sen. Adam Morfeld, that create the
Sexual Assault Payment Program that :
will pay up to $500 for out-of-pocket '

‘ >

costs associated with sexual assault medi-

cal examinations. Sen. Adam Morfeld

LB934, introduced by Lincoln Sen. Colby Coash,
removed a requirement that the public
guardian hire up to 12 associate guard-
ians. Instead, the director of the Office
of Public Guardian is charged with
hiring a multidisciplinary team of up
to 20 professionals and support staff,
including at least one attorney licensed
to practice law in Nebraska.

The bill also limits the number of cases the public guard-
ian can accept to a ratio of 20 public wards or protected
persons to each member of the multidisciplinary team.

Provisions of LB1008 and LB1007, both introduced by
Coash, were added to the bill.

These require that a guardian ad litem be a licensed
attorney in good standing, complete relevant training and
advocate for the best interests of the individual whom they
defend, including their social, economic and personal
safety interests.

Each guardian ad litem is required to make contact
with the person he or she represents within two weeks
of appointment and become familiar with that person’s
condition to the best of his or her ability.

The guardian ad litem is authorized to conduct discov-
ery, present and cross-examine witnesses, file motions on
behalf of the person they represent and request medical,
psychological or other relevant examinations of the person

Sen.'CoIby Coash

to whom they are appointed.

Provisions of LB1007 extend the statute of limitations
to six years in cases of abuse, neglect or exploitation of a
vulnerable or senior adult from its current three-year limit.

The bill passed on a 48-0 vote.

Gothenburg Sen. Matt Williams introduced LB919,
passed 47-0, which allows new categories -
of problem-solving courts to address prob-
lems related to veterans, mental health,
driving under the influence and reentry.

These court programs accommodate
offenders already in the criminal justice
system who have specific problems—in-
cluding drug abuse and domestic vio-
lence—that cannot be adequately addressed in a traditional
court setting.

LB710, introduced by Venango Sen. Dan Hughes,
extends the prohibition on hazing by
postsecondary students to include all
primary and secondary school students.

Hazing is defined as any activity by
which a person intentionally or recklessly
endangers the physical or mental health
or safety of an individual for the purpose
of initiation into, admission into, affilia-

Sen. Matt Williams

‘'a
Sen. Dan Hughes
tion with or continued membership with any organization.

The bill adds to the definition of hazing: acts of sexual
penetration, exposure of genitals, lewd fondling and ca-
ressing of another person and coercing another person
to commit an act of public indecency. A person found to
have committed an act of hazing will be guilty of a Class
II misdemeanor, which carries a maximum penalty of six
months in jail, a $1,000 fine or both.

The bill passed on a 47-0 vote.

Krist introduced LB505, passed 48-0, which ensures
that arrest records are excluded from public record when
criminal court charges are dismissed by mandating that
state courts seal the records.

The bill expands the types of arrests eligible for privacy
protection to include those of individuals who are acquit-
ted of criminal charges and offenders who successfully
complete drug court or a similar problem-solving court.

The arrest record must be immediately sealed upon acquit-
tal or successful completion of drug court. It also will be sealed
after one or two years if a prosecutor does not file charges or
the individual successfully completes a diversion program.

When an arrest is removed from public record, a per-
son is not required to disclose the arrest in response to a
public inquiry.

The bill takes effect Jan. 1, 2017.
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LB1098, introduced by Morfeld, increases civil court
filing fees from $5.25 to $6.25. Revenue from the fee
increase will be remitted to the Legal Aid and Services
Fund, which provides legal services funding to the state’s
indigent population.

The bill passed on a 40-0 vote.

Correctional system

Senators again focused on reform of the state correc-
tional system, continuing much of the work started during
the 2015 session.

The Judiciary Committee introduced LB1094, passed
470, which clarifies several provisions of a bill pertaining
to the state Department of Correctional Services passed last
session. These were designed to slow Nebraska’s prison popu-
lation growth, ease prison overcrowding, contain department
spending and reinvest a portion of savings in strategies to
reduce offender recidivism and increase public safety.

The bill includes provisions of LB910 orlgmally intro-
duced by Lincoln Sen. Kate Bolz. These
continue a requirement that the parole
administration office provide access for
public counsel and the Office of the
Inspector General to all computerized re-
cords, reports and documents maintained
by the office in connection with the ad-
ministration of parole. Release of medical
or mental health records are subject to a parolee’s consent.

It also requires the department director to submit a re-
port detailing the race, gender and age of all inmates held
in restrictive housing as well as the length of time spent in
such housing no later than Sept. 15 each year. The report
must include the number of inmates diagnosed with mental
illness and behavior disorders held in restrictive housing.

O’Neill Sen. Tyson Larson introduced
LB113, which would have allowed a
county jail or the state Department of
Correctional Services to charge an inmate
up to $10 for every self-initiated, non-
emergency visit to a health care provider. &,

After extended debate, Larson re- ‘ '
quested that the bill be bracketed until Sen- Tyson Larson
April 20, effectively killing the bill for the session. There

were no objections.

Sen. Kate Bolz

Property rights

Senators considered several measures regarding indi-
vidual property rights.

Bellevue Sen. Tommy Garrett introduced LB1106 to ad-
dress the state’s civil forfeiture law, which
allows law enforcement to seize property
associated with suspected criminal activ-
ity without necessarily filing criminal | &
charges. The bill allows law enforcement (e
agencies to dispense seized currency and ‘ g
property only after securing a criminal A
conviction. Persons not charged with Sen- Tommy Garrett
a crime or later acquitted of a crime could recoup their
property under the bill.

The bill incorporates provisions of Garrett’s LB1108
requiring law enforcement agencies to file annual reports
detailing their seizure of property. Written reports must
include the date, type, monetary value and location of
each property seizure. If property is seized during a traffic
stop, the agency must document the race or ethnicity of
the person forfeiting the property and whether they were
arrested or issued a citation.

LB1106 also allows law enforcement agencies to partner
with a federal agency to conduct forfeiture litigation only
if the seized property is valued at more than $25,000, in-
volved in a federal investigation or physically confiscated
by federal authorities. The state will have jurisdiction in
all other cases.

Thirty days after a criminal charge is filed, a defendant
can request a hearing to determine if the seized property
was used in the commission of a crime. A person with a
legal interest in seized property but unaware the property
was used in the commission of a crime also can file a mo-
tion for a hearing.

The court will hold a hearing within 30 days and the
prosecuting attorney is required to prove by clear and
convincing evidence that the seized property was used in
the commission of a crime.

The bill also adds the manufacture, distribution and
possession of illegal drugs and child pornography to the
crimes eligible for property seizure and forfeiture.

The bill passed on a 38-8 vote.

Introduced by Omaha Sen. Burke Harr, LB829 autho-
rizes four types of fiduciaries—executors
of estates, conservators of estates, agents
appointed under power of attorney and
trustees—to access a person’s digital assets
after they die or otherwise lose the ability
to manage their own assets.

The bill creates a tiered system of
priorities for handling digital assets. If ™ Burke Har
the custodian—the company that stores a person’s assets
on its servers—provides an online tool allowing the user to
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authorize another person to have access to the data, those
instructions take priority.

If no such tool is available or the user chooses not to
use it, a will, trust, power of attorney or other written
record will be enforced. The custodian’s terms of service
will determine access if neither an online tool nor a legal
document applies. If none of those situations apply, the
bill provides default terms that govern access.

The bill passed 49-0.

LB221, also introduced by Harr, allows a tenant to
voluntarily designate a person to retrieve property upon
the tenant’s death. A landlord will have 10 days following
the death of a tenant to make a reasonable attempt to
contact the designated person. The designee will have 20
days to respond to the landlord, then 20 days to retrieve
the property.

If a tenant’s personal property is not removed within
the appropriate time period, the landlord can dispose of
the property and will not be held liable for any lost, dam-
aged or stolen property. Likewise, if the tenant’s authorized
person does not respond within 20 days, the landlord can
dispose of the property.

The bill includes provisions of
LB385, originally introduced by Sen.
Brett Lindstrom of Omaha. These
permit a landlord or his or her repre-
sentative to begin eviction litigation
five days after notification of the
termination of a rental agreement.
Currently, the Uniform Residential Sen. Brett Lindstrom
Landlord and Tenant Act requires landlords to wait 30
days to evict a tenant after notification.

The expedited eviction process applies only in cases
where tenants, roommates or their guests threaten the
health, safety or peaceful enjoyment of the landlord or
other tenants. Activities that can prompt a landlord to
begin the eviction process include actual or threatened
physical assault, illegal use of a firearm or possession of a
controlled substance.

The bill passed on a 46-0 vote.

Drug policy

Lawmakers passed a measure strengthening the state’s
ban on synthetic drugs while rejecting a proposal to legalize
medical marijuana.

Williams introduced LB1009, passed 47-0, which bans
the sale and marketing of “lookalike” substances.

The bill defines a lookalike substance as one that is not
specifically categorized as a controlled substance but pos-

sesses one or more of the following characteristics:

e packaging or labeling that suggests a user would
achieve euphoria, hallucination, mood enhance-
ment or stimulation that mimics those of a con-
trolled substance;

e images or labels that suggest it is a controlled substance;

¢ warning labels suggesting compliance with state and
federal controlled substances; or

e disproportionately high pricing.

A person who knowingly offers, displays, markets, or
sells a lookalike substance could be charged with a Class IV
felony, which carries a maximum penalty of two years impris-
onment with 12 months probation, a $10,000 fine or both.

As originally introduced by Garrett, LB643 would have
authorized the state Department of Health and Human
Services (DHHS) to regulate the manufacture and use of
cannabis in Nebraska for medical purposes.

The bill addressed the medical use of cannabis only in lig-
uid, oil, pill or vaporized form. It would have enabled patients
with qualifying conditions—including epilepsy, seizures,
HIV or AIDS and Crohn’s disease—to apply to the depart-
ment for enrollment in a newly created patient registry.

After four hours of debate, Garrett filed a motion to invoke
cloture, or cease debate and take an immediate vote on the
bill. The motion failed 30-15. Thirty-three votes were needed.

Guns

Lawmakers expanded concealed handgun permit access
for some, while reinforcing local control with regard to
regulation of certain firearms.

Currently, members of the U.S.
Armed Forces stationed in Nebraska
are considered state residents and may
apply for concealed handgun permits.
LB190, introduced by Hoskins Sen.
Dave Bloomfield, allows their spouses
to be considered state residents who
also may apply for concealed handgun permits.

The bill also removes the U.S. citizenship requirement
for eligibility for the permit.

The bill passed on a 43-2 vote.

After six hours of debate spanning
several days, an attempt to force a vote
on a bill that uniformly would have ap-
plied firearms regulations throughout
the state failed.

Crete Sen. Laura Ebke introduced §§ -
LB289, which would have repealed indi- = Sen. Laura Ebke
vidual city and village ordinances governing the registration,

Sen. Dave Bloomfield
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possession, transportation, transfer and storage of firearms
and ammunition. Cities and villages would have retained
the authority to enforce prohibitions on firearm discharge.

After six hours of debate, Ebke offered a motion to
invoke cloture, or cease debate and take an immediate vote

on the bill. The motion failed 32-10.

Law enforcement

The Legislature approved several bills this session calling
for changes to law enforcement protocol.

LB1000, introduced by Mello, requires all law enforce-
ment agencies to document in writing the procedures to
be followed by officers wearing cameras by Jan. 1, 2017.

The Nebraska Commission on Law Enforcement and
Criminal Justice will develop a model policy for body-worn
camera usage. An individual agency using body-worn
cameras can either develop its own policy or adopt the
commission’s model policy.

Agencies choosing to develop individualized policies
must include the minimum standards set forth by the
commission, including:

e proper training for officers using cameras or access-
ing video and audio captured by the cameras;

* retention of recordings captured for at least 90 days
from the date of such recording; and

e procedures governing the destruction of such record-
ings after the retention requirement has been met.

If video is determined to have evidentiary value in a
criminal, civil or internal disciplinary proceeding, it must
be retained until a final determination is reached. If an ar-
rest or prosecution is not made, the video will be retained
until a final determination is made or an investigation is
officially closed or suspended.

Provisions of two additional bills were amended into
the measure.

LB846, originally introduced by Pansing Brooks, re-
quires each law enforcement agency in Nebraska to adopt
a written policy on eyewitness suspect identification and
provide a copy to the commission. Each policy must include
standards for administration of a lineup, instructions given
to an eyewitness and documentation of an eyewitness’ level
of certainty of identification.

LB1055, originally introduced
by Omaha Sen. Ernie Chambers,
requires that the transcript, report
of the proceedings and statement of
no indictment associated with grand
jury proceedings be made available for
public review in cases involving death ~Sen- Ernie Chambers

of a person while in law enforcement custody or detention.

The bill passed on a 45-0 vote.

Currently, the state and subdivisions are held liable for
the death, injury and property damage :
to an innocent third party caused by
the action of a law enforcement offi-
cer during a vehicular pursuit. LB188,
introduced by Syracuse Sen. Dan
Watermeier, would have excluded

certain passengers from the liability ‘A
protections. Sen. Dan Watermeier
As amended, the bill would have excluded any pas-
senger who:
e fails to take reasonable steps to persuade the driver
to stop the vehicle;
* promotes, provokes or persuades the driver to engage
in flight from law enforcement; and
* is sought to be apprehended by law enforcement.
After four hours of debate, Watermeier offered a motion
to invoke cloture and take an immediate vote on the bill.

The motion failed 31-9.

Adoption

The state’s role in adoptions was considered by the
Legislature this session.

Watermeier introduced LB744, passed 46-0, which
authorizes a court to incorporate a communication and
contract agreement into a private adoption agreement.
Failure to comply with the terms of an agreement will not
be grounds to invalidate an adoption or the relinquishment
of parental rights.

The bill allows a communication and contact agreement
to be enforceable in civil action if the petitioner has partici-
pated or attempted to participate in good faith mediation.
Parties seeking court enforcement of an agreement are
required to participate in mediation first.

The bill also requires that a relinquishing parent be
provided independent legal counsel and at least three hours
of professional counseling at the expense of the adoptive
parent or parents prior to relinquishment.

Other measures

LB835, introduced by Mello, makes changes to several
consumer protection statutes including the Credit Report
Protection Act, the Consumer Protection Act, the Uniform
Deceptive Trade Practices Act and the Financial Data
Protection and Consumer Notification of Data Security

Breach Act.
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It amends the Credit Report Protection Act to require
consumer reporting agencies to create a credit file for a
minor with no established credit file upon receiving a
security freeze request.

The bill extends the provision to an additional category
of protected consumers, which includes individuals under
16 and incapacitated individuals under the guidance of
a guardian ad litem. It also allows a protected consumer
to have a security freeze removed from his or her record.

Changes to the Financial Data Protection and Con-
sumer Notification of Data Security Breach Act include
requiring any entity that suffers a data breach to notify
customers if personal information—including email ad-
dresses or user names in combination with a password or
security question—is acquired by an unauthorized party.
The bill also requires the entity to notify the attorney
general’s office of the breach.

The attorney general’s office will be permitted to share
documentary material obtained through a Civil Investiga-
tive Demand with other law enforcement agencies under
the Consumer Protection Act. LB835 also increases
from $25,000 to $500,000 the maximum civil penalty
for antitrust violations, including restraint of trade and
monopolization.

Finally, the bill adds two additional deceptive trade prac-
tices under the Uniform Deceptive Trade Practices Act: a
person representing that goods do not contain ingredients
or characteristics that the goods actually contain and a
person employing any deception or fraud while soliciting
funds or assets for a charitable purpose.

The bill passed on a 46-0 vote.

LB136, introduced by Wahoo Sen. ]erry]ohnson makes
it illegal to sell, possess or use a flying
lantern.

The bill defines flying lantern as any
device that requires a flame that pro-
duces heated air trapped in a balloon-
type covering, allowing the device to

float in the air. The bill’s provisions
do not apply to hot-air balloons used Sen. Jerry Johnson

for transportation.

Violations of the law will be considered a Class V mis-
demeanor, punishable by a $100 fine.

The bill passed with an emergency clause on a 44-0 vote.

After six hours of debate, an attempt to force a vote on a
bill intended to provide implementation guidance for liens
on property for Medicaid reimbursement failed April 1.

Columbus Sen. Paul Schumacher introduced LB1103,
which would have authorized DHHS
to file a property lien to secure re-
imbursement for Medicaid benefits
in the event an applicant knowingly
withheld his or her real estate hold-
ings when applying for medical assis-
tance. The bill would have required
an applicant for Medicaid to disclose
all interests in real estate, trusts, corporations or other
entities.

The department could have filed a property lien in
the event an applicant for assistance transfers property to
another person while retaining rights to the property and
accepts payment for an amount less than full consideration.
The lien would have been limited to the lesser of two
amounts: the amount needed to satisfy Medicaid reim-
bursement obligations or the actual value of the real estate.

After six hours of debate and several attempts to bracket
the bill, Schumacher offered a motion to invoke cloture
and take an immediate vote on LB1103. The motion failed
29-19.

Introduced by Morfeld last session, LB586 would have
prohibited employers, employment agencies and labor
unions from discriminating against individuals based on
their sexual orientation or gender identity. The bill per-
tained to employers with 15 or more employees, employers
with state contracts, the state of Nebraska, governmental
agencies and political subdivisions.

Currently, the Nebraska Fair Employment Practice Act
prohibits workplace discrimination based on race, color,
religion, sex, disability, marital status and national origin.

The bill was bracketed on a 26-18 vote. m

Sen. Paul Schumacher
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Sen. Ken Schilz, chairperson of the Natural Resources Committee

rivate wind energy development, oil and gas regu-

lations and preservation of the state’s waterways

topped the list of issues considered this session by
the Legislature’s Natural Resources Committee.

Energy

LB824, introduced by Omaha Sen. John McCollister,
exempts private renewable energy
generation facilities—including wind
farms—from certain laws that currently
regulate facilities generating electricity.

The bill, passed 34-10, eliminates
the requirement that a developer have
a power purchase agreement, in which
a customer agrees to buy most of a
proposed facility’s electricity, before the facility is built. The
bill also exempts a private developer from a requirement that
it prove that a new facility would not create stranded assets.

The bill contains provisions from LB914, introduced by
Sen. Ken Schilz of Ogallala, that increase from $60 to $250

per day the compensation for the Nebraska Power Review

Sen. John McCollister

Board member who represents the state on the Southwest
Power Pool’s regional state committee. An appropriation
of $19,000 in fiscal year 2016-17 and again in FY2017-18
is provided to the board to cover the cost.

Schilz also introduced LB1082, passed 48-0, which
enhances disclosure and public notice regulations on
wells used to dispose of wastewater generated by oil and
gas operations, including hydraulic fracturing, commonly
called fracking. The bill requires commercial injection
well operators to sample and analyze injected wastewater
at least once per year and provide the resulting data to the
Oil and Gas Conservation Commission, which regulates
Nebraska’s oil and gas production.

The bill also requires the certification and monitoring
of vehicles used to transport the wastewater and the peri-
odic evaluation of an operator’s ability to pay the costs of
shutting down a well.

The commission is required to provide public notice of
an injection well permit application to the county, city or
village where the well would be located and could conduct
public meetings to review them.

A bill that would have required liability insurance for
injection and disposal wells was held in committee.

Under LB1070, introduced by Sen. Ken Haar of Mal-
colm, the Nebraska Oil and Gas Conser- 3
vation Commission would have required
proof of liability insurance of at least $1
million before issuing a permit for the
drilling of an injection or recovery well. A
commercial disposal facility that disposes
of more than 500 barrels of injection
well wastewater a day would have been
required to have at least $5 million in liability insurance.

The bill also would have prohibited injection wells in
areas where the drinking water aquifer begins less than 50
feet below ground or if the saturated depth of the aquifer
extends more than 100 feet below ground.

LB897, introduced by Omaha Sen. Brett Lindstrom,
authorizes any power-generating agency
that operates in a regional transmission
organization to participate in hedging
transactions for fuel, power or energy.

The agency could use no more than
5 percent of its annual gross revenue
averaged over the previous three years
for the transactions. It could use only
funds designated for the investments—not facilities or other
assets—and the agency’s governing body must authorize any
hedging agreement.

The bill passed 48-0.

>
Sen. Ken Haar

Sen. Brett Lindstrom
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Water

Sen. Al Davis of Hyannis introduced LB1038, which
allows a water appropriation used to gen-
erate hydropower at a facility on a natural
stream to be changed to an instream
basin management appropriation to be
held jointly by the state Game and Parks
Commission and at least one natural
resources district. That appropriation
would be used to maintain stream flow
for fish, wildlife and recreation.

The bill incorporates provisions from
LB711, introduced by Sen. Dan Hughes
of Venango, that reestablish a task force
with the goal of eradicating invasive plant
species that reduce stream flows. The task
force will be allocated $1 million per year
beginning in FY2016-17.

Further, the bill requires the state Department of Roads
to provide permits to trim vegetation that obscures lawfully
placed advertising signs or displays.

Senators voted 48-0 to pass the bill.

Sen. Curt Friesen of Henderson introduced LB737,
which expands the eligible funded ac-
tivities for public entities seeking loans
from the Clean Water State Revolving
Fund. The fund provides low-interest
loans and community matching grants
to towns and cities for the construc-
tion of wastewater treatment facilities
and sanitary sewer collection systems.

The purchase of land used for construction of water treat-
ment facilities is now eligible for the loans, as are projects that
conserve or reuse water. This includes the recycling or reuse of
storm water, wastewater and subsurface drainage water, as well
as the development and construction of watershed projects.

The bill increases the fund’s loan terms from the current
20 years to a maximum of 30 years, or the projected life of
the project, whichever is less.

The bill passed 46-0.

A bill authorizing natural resources districts to use bonds
to pay for water management projects
stalled on general file.

Introduced by Sen. Rick Kolowski
of Omaha, LB344 would have autho-
rized natural resources districts to
issue general obligation bonds to pay
for water management projects pro-
vided that two-thirds of the district’s

'a
Sen. Dan Hughes

Sen. Curt Friesen

Sen. Rick Kolowski

A

board of directors approve. The bonds would have been
retired using the district’s tax revenue.

After several hours of debate, Kolowski filed a motion
to bracket the bill until April 20, the last day of the session.
Senators obliged without objection, ending consideration
of the bill.

A bill that would have added local beneficial use pro-
grams to the existing exemptions for nonuse of a water
appropriation did not advance from committee.

LB714, introduced by Sen. John
Stinner of Gering, would have ex-
panded the circumstances under which
a surface water appropriation could go
unused for its originally intended pur-
pose without the appropriation being
cancelled by the state Department of
Natural Resources.

Under the bill, a landowner could have transferred his
or her water appropriation to a natural resources district for
up to 15 years for use in aquifer recharge, depletion offsets,
maintenance of instream flows and stream augmentation.
The bill also would have allowed the water to be used for
up to 15 years by local programs that manage waterways.

Sen. John Stinner

Game and Parks

McCollister introduced LB745, passed 45-3, which
raises fees that the state Game and Parks Commission is
authorized to charge for a wide range of permits, licenses
and stamps. It also raises the caps on user fee ranges and
increases the allowed growth rate for fees the commission
is authorized to charge for hunting, fishing and other activi-
ties. The fee increases will generate an estimated $2.5 mil-
lion in FY2016-17 and a further $5 million in FY2017-18.

Resident fee caps for an annual hunting permit will be
raised from $13 to $18 and the cap on an annual fishing
permit will increase from $17.50 to $24. The bill will raise
the fee cap for a deer hunting permit for residents from
$29 to $39.

The minimum fee for an annual park permit for a resi-
dent motor vehicle will increase from $25 to $30.

LB961, introduced by Omaha Sen.
Ernie Chambers, would have ended
the state Game and Parks Commis-
sion’s authority to establish a hunting
season for mountain lions.

The bill was indefinitely post-
poned by the committee on a 6-0

vote. Sen. Ernie Chambers
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Other measures

Omaha Sen. Heath Mello introduced LB1101, passed
47.0, which directs the state Department
of Environmental Quality (DEQ) to con-
duct a study examining the status of the
recycling and solid waste management
programs operated by the department.

The DEQ will study the efficacy of
current litter, waste reduction and recy-
cling programs and conduct a needs as-
sessment with regard to recycling and composting programs
in the state. Potential funding sources, including public-
private partnerships, also will be included in the study.

LB1101 authorizes the DEQ to create an advisory com-
mittee comprising no more than nine people. The commit-
tee will provide a report of its findings to the Legislature

by Dec. 15, 2017. m

Sen. Heath Mello

SECOND SESSION + 104™ LEGISLATURE -+ INTERIM 2016 «+ UNICAMERAL UPDATE + PAGE 27



NEBRASKA

Sen. Mark Kolterman, chairperson of the Nebraska Retirement Systems
Committee

enators made changes to the state patrol and Omaha
school employee retirement systems this session.
LB447, introduced by Omaha
Sen. Heath Mello, makes a number of
governance and benefit changes to the
Class V (Omaha) School Employees Re-
tirement (OSERS) Act, transfers invest-
ment authority for OSERS’ assets and
changes several benefits in the School
Employees Retirement Act.

The bill places OSERS staff under the control of the
OSERS board of trustees and allows the board to appoint
the OSERS administrator and oversee the administrator
and staff. It also transfers investment authority for OS-
ERS funds to the state treasurer, the Nebraska Investment
Authority and the state investment officer.

State funding also changes under the bill. If the state
appropriates funds for an actuarially required contribution
(ARC) in the school employee plan, and the OSERS plan
also has an ARC, the Omaha Public School District may
request a public hearing before the Appropriations Com-
mittee to request additional state funding to pay its ARC.

If the committee recommends payment of the additional

Sen. Heath Mello

funding, and it is approved by the Legislature, the school plan
ARC will be computed as a percent of payroll and the state will
contribute to OSERS the lesser of the same percent of payroll
that was paid to the school plan or the percent of OSERS mem-
bers’ compensation needed to the meet the OSERS plan ARC.

The bill limits the state service annuity and medical cost
of living increase in the Omaha school plan to individuals
who were members prior to July 1, 2016.

In addition, school plan members will no longer be able to
work up to 20 hours per week while receiving the disability ben-
efit. An employee hired after July 1, 2016, no longer will be able
to vest with half year of service credit if he or she is at least 65.

The bill contains provisions of three other measures.

LB805, introduced by Mello, requires each political
subdivision that has a defined benefit plan to conduct an
actuarial experience study at least every four years.

LB922, introduced by Seward Sen. Mark Kolterman,
adjusts the terms of the Public Employee Retirement
Board (PERB) so that no more than two members will be
appointed or reappointed in any one year. It also clarifies
procedures for filling a vacated term.

LB986, introduced by the Retirement Systems Com-
mittee and passed 46-0, adds new duties for the Nebraska
Public Employees Retirement Systems executive director,
the PERB and the actuary regarding experience studies
and annual evaluation reports.

Lawmakers also approved changes to the retirement
plan of new Nebraska State Patrol members.

LB467, sponsored by Kolterman, creates a second tier
of reduced benefits for new members. The bill makes the
following benefit changes for state patrol officers who are
hired on or after July 1, 2016:

¢ increasestheofficer contribution ratefrom 16to 17 percent;

e reduces the maximum cost of living adjustment
(COLA) from 2.5 to 1 percent;

e prohibits participation in the Deferred Retirement
Option Plan;

e increases from three to five the number of years
of employment used to calculate a member’s final
compensation rate;

e limits the increase in compensation in each of the
five years prior to retirement to 8 percent per year
for benefit calculations; and

¢ excludes unused sick, vacation, holiday and comp
leave converted to cash in the calculation of a
member’s final average monthly compensation.

If the plan is 100 percent funded, a maximum one-time
supplemental payment of 1.5 percent may be granted at
the discretion of the Public Employees Retirement Board.

LB467 passed on a 32-0 vote. m
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Sen. Mike Gloor, chairperson of the Revenue Committee

he Legislature’s Revenue Committee considered
bills this session that would provide agricultural
property tax relief, grant tax credits for early child-

hood education professionals and modify arena turnback
tax provisions.

Property tax relief

Introduced by Grand Island Sen. Mike Gloor on be-
half of Gov. Pete Ricketts, LB958 grants $224 million in
property tax credits for tax year 2017—a continuation of
credits offered last year totaling $204 million. This year an
additional $20 million in credits will be allocated specifi-
cally to agricultural and horticultural landowners.

The bill passed 47-1.

Senators considered several other bills related to agricul-
tural land valuation this session.

Current state law excludes land associ-
ated with buildings from being classified
as agricultural or horticultural land.
Under LB1037, introduced by Bancroft
Sen. Lydia Brasch, farm sites and farm
home sites would have been classified
as agricultural or horticultural land and Sen. Lydia Brasch

therefore would have been valued at 75 percent of market
value like other agricultural land.

The dwellings, buildings and other enclosed structures
on the land would continue to be valued at 100 percent
of their market value.

After three hours of debate on general file, Brasch filed
a motion to bracket the bill until April 20, the last day of

session. The Legislature obliged, ending further debate
on the bill.

Tax credits and exemptions

LB774, introduced by Norfolk Sen. Jim Scheer, pro-
vides a sales and use tax exemption for
purchases made by nonprofit substance
abuse treatment centers.

The bill includes provisions of
LB510 by Omaha Sen. Tanya Cook.

These provisions al-

low an employer a
nonrefundable tax
credit equal to 20 percent of its expenses
used for an employee’s postsecondary
tuition or costs associated with a high
school equivalency program. The tax
credit is valid for no more than two years
of an eligible employee’s expenses.

Provisions of six additional bills were
added to LB774, including:

e LB542, originally introduced by
Omaha Sen. Burke Harr, which
creates a sales tax exemption for
county agricultural societies;

¢ LB888, originally introduced by
Omaha Sen. Heath Mello, which
clarifies that insurance companies
are eligible for tax credits under
the Nebraska Job Creation and
Mainstreet Revitalization Act and
reserves the first $4 million for ap-
plications seeking a credit of less
than $150,000;

¢ LB1014, introduced by Gering
Sen. John Stinner, which exempts
from levy limits any property
taxes levied for bonds issued by
a county airport authority;

¢ LB1015, introduced by Harr,
which creates a sales tax exemp-
tion for museums that rent or

N
Sen. Jim Scheer

Sen. Tanya Cook

Sen. Burke Harr

Sen. John Stinner
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lease items of historical or cultural significance;

e LB1047, introduced by Harr, which adds the drying
and aerating of grain in commercial facilities as a
qualified activity under the sales tax exemption for
energy used in manufacturing and processing; and

¢ LB1088, originally introduced by Hyannis Sen. Al
Davis, which creates a sales tax exemption for centers
that support independent living.

The bill passed on a 37-10 vote.

Davis also introduced LB886, passed
46-0, which creates a $250 refundable
tax credit for volunteer emergency re-
sponders, rescue squad members and
firefighters who meet certain criteria.
The bill establishes a point system to
determine annual qualifications for the
credit.

LB889, introduced by Mello, creates two tiered tax
credits—one for providers of eligible early childhood care
and education programs and another for staff members.

A child care or early childhood education program will
have to be assigned a quality rating under the Step Up
to Quality Child Care Act to qualify for the credit. The
amount of the credit will be determined by the program’s
quality rating and the average monthly number of children
who attend the program.

The bill also directs the state Department of Education
to develop a classification system for employees of appli-
cable early childhood care and education programs. An
employee’s rating will be based on his or her level of educa-
tion, training and work history. The rating will determine
the amount of credit the employee receives.

The total amount of credits will be capped at $5 mil-
lion per year and the credits will be available for five years
beginning Jan. 1, 2017.

The bill passed 42-5.

Omaha Sen. Joni Craighead introduced LB683, passed
47.0, which allows a veteran’s surviving
spouse to retain his or her homestead
exemption after remarrying.

Under current state law, surviving
spouses of veterans who died on active
duty or were honorably discharged
and drew disability compensation are
eligible to retain the veterans’ home-
stead exemption only if they do not remarry. The bill
allows a surviving spouse to retain the exemption if he or
she remarries after age 57.

Sen. Al Davis

Sen. Joni Craighead

Turnback taxes

Senators passed two bills dealing with provisions of
turnback taxes. Under current state law, 70 percent of
state sales taxes generated by new and existing hotels near
a convention center are turned back to the city to help
pay for the new facility. Cities that build arenas receive 70
percent of state sales taxes generated by nearby retailers.
The remaining 30 percent is directed to a fund that pro-
vides development grants to smaller communities across
the state.

LB884, introduced by Scheer, extends turnback tax
provisions to any publicly or privately owned hotel located
within 600 yards of an eligible facility.

The bill allows Lincoln to use 10 percent of its turnback
taxes to pay for low-income housing projects and extends to
48 months the period during which taxes are turned back
to political subdivisions to pay for sports arena facilities.

The proposal allows cities to use the turnback tax to
pay for capital improvements on the facilities, in addition
to paying off the principal and interest on bonds used to
pay for construction.

The bill passed 43-4.

Under LB285, introduced by Sen.
Merv Riepe of Ralston, any develop-
ment grant funds in excess of $1
million at the end of each year will be
distributed proportionally to the cities
that generated the turnback revenue
to help pay for convention centers and
sports arenas.

Senators voted 41-3 to pass the bill.

Sen. Merv Riepe

Performance Audit

LB756, introduced by the Legislative Performance Audit
Committee, terminates Nebraska’s Long-Term Care Sav-
ings Plan on Jan. 1, 2018. Any participant is entitled to
receive the full balance of his or her account on that date.

Investment earnings from the plan will be deducted
from an individual’s adjusted gross income (AGI) and
AGI will increase for unapproved withdrawals for tax years
beginning before Jan. 1, 2018.

The bill passed on a 49-0 vote. m
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Sen. Jim Smith, chairperson of the Transportation and
Telecommunications Committee
awmakers considered several measures this session
to make roads safer for cyclists and motorists, ease
restrictions on certain farm vehicles and encourage
organ donation.

Licensing and administration

Papillion Sen. Jim Smith introduced LB977, passed 49-0,
which exempts implements of animal husbandry—such as trac-
tors, fertilizer spreaders and mixerfeed trucks—from weight and
load limitations on Nebraska highways. The exemption does
not apply to vehicles on the interstate or in any instance
where such an implement crosses a bridge or culvert.

The bill contains provisions of
LB996, originally introduced by
Henderson Sen. Curt Friesen, which
place limitations on who can own
an interest in, operate or control a
franchise, franchisee or consumer care
facility. Excluded from such ventures
are vehicle manufacturers that own or

Sen. Curt Friesen

operate two or fewer dealerships in Nebraska, have owned
or operated a warranty repair or service facility as of Jan.
1, 2016, or manufacture engines installed in vehicles with
a gross weight rating of more than 16,000 pounds.

LB977 also contains provisions of six additional bills,

including:
¢ LB799, introduced by Lincoln
Sen. Kate Bolz, which authorizes
the use of funds collected under
the Nebraska Transportation Act
to be used for the purchase, re-
placement or rebuilding of public
transportation vehicles;
LB844, introduced by Lin-
coln Sen. Patty Pansing
Brooks, which creates a
breast cancer awareness li-
cense plate to be available
Jan. 1, 2017;
LB872, introduced by Gretna Sen- Patty Pansing Brooks
Sen. John Murante, which al-
lows vehicles operated by the
state Department of Roads, as
well as local authorities, to use
blue and amber flashing lights
when engaged in the inspection,
construction, repair or mainte-
nance of highways;
LB918, introduced by Murante, which retains 1
percent of proceeds from the motor vehicle tax to
fund the replacement and ongoing maintenance of
a state vehicle title and registration system;
LB946, introduced by Smith, which authorizes
the chair of the Motor Vehicle Industry Licensing
Board to modify, approve or reject any board action
in which a controlling number of board members
are active participants in the relevant market; and
LB989, introduced by Murante, which decreases
from 500 to 250 the number of prepaid applications
required to issue a qualified organization’s specialty
license plate and allows for electronic renewal and
replacement of commercial driver licenses.

The state requires that each mo-
tor vehicle display both a front and
back license plate, with exemptions
for certain vehicles. LB53, introduced
by Norfolk Sen. Jim Scheer, broadens
the exemption to include vehicles not
manufactured to be equipped with a
front license plate bracket.

Sen. John Murante

N
Sen. Jim Scheer
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Eligible vehicle owners will be issued a decal to be
displayed on the lower left corner of the vehicle’s front
windshield. An annual $100 fee will be charged.

The bill passed on a 44-0 vote.

Farm truck and trailer registrations in
counties with populations over 100,000
will display alphanumeric license plates
under LB811, introduced by Bancroft
Sen. Lydia Brasch. These counties in-
clude Douglas, Lancaster and Sarpy.

The bill passed on a 47-0 vote. Sen. Lydia Brasch

Sen. Ernie Chambers of Omaha introduced LB474,
passed 47-0, which authorizes the
production of mountain lion conser-
vation license plates to be available
in alphanumeric or personalized
versions with designs supportive of
Nebraska’s mountain lion popula-
tion. The alphanumeric plate will
display up to five characters and not
use a county designation.

The license plates will be available Oct. 1, 2016.

The fee for the alphanumeric plates will be $5, credited
to a newly credited Nebraska Game and Parks Commission
educational fund. Personalized plates will cost $40, with
$10 credited to the Department of Motor Vehicles cash
fund and $30 credited to the commission’s educational
fund.

The commission is required to use the educational
fund to teach youth about wildlife conservation practices.

LB47, introduced by Syracuse Sen. '
Dan Watermeier, will add a ques-
tion to the state driver license and
identification card application forms
asking applicants to indicate whether \
or not they wish to be an organ donor.
Answering the question is optional. ‘

The question will read: Do you Sen.Dan Watermeier
wish to include your name in the Donor Registry of Ne-
braska and donate your organs and tissues at the time of
your death?

A donor’s status will remain effective until revoked or
amended by the license holder. Expiration of the driver
license will not change the license holder’s donor status.

License and permit applicants younger than 16 are ex-
empt from answering the organ donor question. Donors
who want to specify which organs and tissues they intend
to donate must contact the state’s donor registry.

The bill passed on a 48-0 vote.

Sen. Ernie Chambers

Motorcycles and bicycles

Introduced by Omaha Sen. Rick Kolowski, LB716 speci-
fies that any bicyclist who is riding on
a designated path that intersects with
astreet or highway has the right of way
within the crossing if he or she follows
all traffic signals.

While a cyclist has all the rights
and duties of a pedestrian, he or she
must yield the right of way to pedestri-
ans when riding on a sidewalk, crosswalk or road shoulder.

LB716 also repeals a current statute commonly referred
to as the “mandatory sidepath” provision. This states that
whenever a usable path for bicycles has been provided
adjacent to a street, a bicyclist must use the path and not
the street.

The bill passed on a 38-3 vote.

Under LB900, introduced by Sen. Dave Bloomfield of
Hoskins, motorcycle and moped rid-
ers 21 and older would no longer have
been required to wear a protective
helmet. Instead all riders would have
been required to use eye protection
such as goggles or a windshield.

After six hours of debate over two
days, Bloomfield filed a motion to
invoke cloture, or cease debate and vote on the bill. The
motion failed 30-17. Thirty-three votes were needed.

The bill also would have increased the fine for operat-
ing a motorcycle without a license and prohibited anyone
under the age of 8 from being a passenger on a motorcycle
on public roads.

A
Sen. Rick Kolowski

Sen. Dave Bloomfield

Other measures

A bill introduced by Friesen would make it possible
for Omaha to adopt a rapid transit system beginning in
the fall of 2018. LB735, which passed 48-0, increases the
current 40-foot limit for an articulated bus operated by a
transit authority to 65 feet.

Introduced by Smith, LB938 authorizes the Nebraska
Public Service Commission to plan, implement, coordi-
nate, maintain and organize funding for a statewide system
capable of next-generation service. This will enable public
safety answering points to receive 911 calls via voice, text
or video using Internet protocol.

At least two public hearings on the plan are required.
The commission will present the plan to the Legislature
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no later than Dec. 1, 2017, and it will be implemented
sometime after July 1, 2018.

The plan will estimate the startup and ongoing costs of
a statewide system and recommend the number of public
safety answering points the state should maintain. The
commission will ensure uniform statewide standards for
technical support, training, efficiency and quality assurance
at public safety answering points.

The bill also creates a fund to pay for the commission’s
expenses in developing the plan, estimated to be $1.1
million in fiscal year 2016-17 and another $1 million in
FY2017-18.

The commission will provide an annual report to the
Legislature assessing the level of wireless 911 location ac-
curacy compliance for wireless carriers.

Senators voted 48-0 to pass the bill. m
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CRAWFORD

DISTRICT 45

Sen. Sue Crawford, chairperson of the Urban Affairs Committee

conomic development, zoning ordinances and city
financing were among the Urban Affairs topics
taken up by lawmakers this session.

A bill passed that will require businesses to disclose
additional information before applying for certain local
economic development programs.

The provisions of LB1059, introduced by Bellevue
Sen. Sue Crawford, apply to businesses seeking economic
development incentives under the Local Municipal Eco-
nomic Development Act or entering into a redevelopment
contract using tax increment financing (TIF).

Before applying for local incentives, a business must
certify:

 whether it has filed or intends to file an application
to receive tax incentives under the Nebraska Advan-
tage Act for the same project;

e whether such application includes or will include a
refund of the municipality’s local option sales tax
revenue; and

e whether such application has been approved.

The bill was amended to include provisions of two

related bills.

LB860, originally introduced by Ve-
nango Sen. Dan Hughes, authorizes a
municipality to use funds from a Local
Municipal Economic Development plan
for workforce housing. Currently funds
from such plans may be used only for
low- and moderate-income housing.

Originally introduced by Lincoln Sen.
Matt Hansen, LB808 allows a municipality
to amend an existing Local Municipal Eco-
nomic Development plan to add or remove
a qualifying business if its citizen advisory
review committee recommends the addi-
tion or removal. The provisions require a
public hearing and a supermajority vote—
two-thirds of members—by the municipality’s governing body.

The bill passed on a 44-1 vote.

LB1012, introduced by Omaha Sen. Heath Mello, allows
municipalities to create clean energy
assessment districts. Property owners
within such districts are eligible to apply
for financing through the municipality
to make energy efficiency and renewable
energy improvements on residential, !
commercial and industrial properties. »

Passed on a 45-0vote, the bill authorizes  Sen- Heath Mello
a municipality to issue revenue bonds to finance qualifying
projects, which can be paid back only through assessments
levied on the property owners. Any single bond issued by a mu-
nicipality that exceeds $5 million will require voter approval.

LB699, also introduced by Mello, updates the Nebraska
Municipal Land Bank Act.

Currently, the voting members of a land bank board
must represent realtors, the banking industry, real estate
developers, a chamber of commerce, a nonprofit involved
in affordable housing and an owner of multiple residential
or commercial properties.

Approved on a 460 vote, LB699 stipulates that a single vot-
ing member may satisfy more than one of the representational
requirements if he or she has the required qualifications.

Lawmakers passed a bill that changes voter approval
requirements for a first-class city to
borrow funds for parks and recreation
public improvements.

LB378, sponsored by North Platte
Sen. Mike Groene, requires that the spe-
cific type of security pledged to secure
financing be noted on the initial ballot.

Sen. Dan Hughes

Sen. Matt Hansen

I 3 A
In addition, any refinance proposal to ~gen. Mike Groene
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change the type of security from revenue bonds to general
obligation bonds must be subject to a vote of the people.

The bill passed 47-0.

Restrictions on asset expenditures by sanitary and
improvement districts (SIDs) that have received notice of
annexation were approved this session.

Under LB131, introduced by Oma-
ha Sen. Joni Craighead and approved
46-0, expenditures by an SID will be
restricted for 90 days upon receiving
notification of a city or village’s intent
to annex.

Payments on construction bonds,
construction fund warrants, general fund warrants and
contracted labor and services are exempt from the spend-
ing restriction.

The bill includes provisions of LB827,
sponsored by Omaha Sen. Burke Harr
and originally heard by the Government,
Military and Veterans Affairs Commit-
tee, which makes clear that counties
may collect ad valorem taxes and special
assessments from SIDs.

LB295, sponsored by Norfolk Sen.
Jim Scheer, requires some munici-
palities to provide notification to a
county board before changing zoning
ordinances within their extraterritorial
zoning jurisdiction (ET]J).

The bill requires a first- or second-
class city or village to provide the county
board of a county in which the municipalities’ ETJ is

Sen. Joi Craighead

Sen. Jim Scheer

located with written notice of—and the opportunity to
comment on—proposed zoning ordinance changes within
the ET]J.

The bill does not apply to cities or villages located in a
county with a population greater than 100,000 or counties
in which the city and county have a joint planning com-
mission or joint planning department.

The bill passed on a 46-0 vote.

Procedures for approval of planned unit developments
in some second-class cities and villages
will change under LB875, introduced
by Gretna Sen. John Murante.

Currently, a county that has ad-
opted a comprehensive development
plan and is enforcing subdivision
regulations must approve a planned
unit development in a second-class
city or village’s ET]J.

LB875 removes the requirement that the county must
approve the plan in a county with a population between
100,000 and 200,000. Sarpy is the only county impacted
by the bill.

A second-class city or village still will be required to
submit a planned unit development to the county planning
and public works departments for review.

The bill passed 47-0.

LB806, introduced by Mello, would have authorized a
metropolitan, primary, first- or second-class city to create
a riverfront development district and appoint an authority
to oversee and manage the district.

The bill was advanced to general file on a 6-0 vote but
was not scheduled for debate. m

Sen. John Murante
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Cook
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W = withdrawn, > = amended into bill #, + = includes bill #
ISSUES: coverage in issue # of the 2016 Unicameral Update

[

ONELINE DESCRIPTION

Change provisions relating to presidential electors and political party conventions
Change provisions relating to immunizations for students

Change provisions relating to laboratory certification under the Nebraska Safe Drinking
Water Act

Change provisions relating to anatomical gifts under the Motor Vehicle Operator’s License Act
Provide for issuance of one license plate for passenger cars as prescribed

Change the definition of employer relating to wage discrimination on the basis of sex
Provide a co-payment for correctional inmates’ health care services

Provide restrictions on sanitary and improvement districts subject to municipal annexation
and authorize certain fees for county treasurers

Prohibit flying lanterns

Change the Competitive Livestock Markets Act and provisions relating to contract swine
operations

Change provisions relating to innocent third parties injured during a vehicular pursuit
Change concealed handgun permit application provisions

Change provisions relating to forcible entry and detainer, the Uniform Residential Landlord
and Tenant Act, and disposition of a tenant’s personal property upon death

Adopt the Consumer Protection in Eye Care Act

Prohibit certain regulation of firearms, ammunition, and firearm accessories by cities and
villages as prescribed

Require notice and a comment period regarding zoning ordinances affecting certain
extraterritorial zoning jurisdictions

Change provisions relating to the Motor Vehicle Operator’s License Act and CLP-learner’s
permit issuance and applications for commercial drivers’ licenses

Provide natural resources districts with the power to issue general obligation bonds
Create and provide duties for the Nebraska Council for Educational Success

Change requirements for voter approval of borrowing money for public improvements by
a first-class city

State intent relating to appropriations for housing services

Change provisions relating to forcible entry and detainer and the Uniform Residential
Landlord and Tenant Act

Change and provide provisions relating to retirement benefits and plans

Change membership of the Nebraska Investment Council and retirement provisions for
Class V school districts

Change provisions relating to State Patrol retirement

Change prescription drug monitoring provisions and create the Veterinary Prescription
Monitoring Program Task Force

Provide for Mountain Lion Conservation Plates and create a fund

Change provisions of the Security, Privacy, and Dissemination of Criminal History
Information Act

Provide an income tax credit to employers of public assistance recipients

Appropriate funds relating to natural resources

Provide a sales tax exemption for purchases by county agricultural societies
Appropriate funds to the University of Nebraska and create a fund

Adopt the Redistricting Act

Prohibit discrimination based upon sexual orientation and gender identity

Provide for a special designated poker license and a poker endorsement under the
Nebraska Liquor Control Act

Provide authority for the Department of Roads to issue permits to control roadside
vegetation as prescribed

Adopt the Medical Cannabis Act

Revisor bill to eliminate transfer provisions for the Water Resources Cash Fund

Revisor bill to eliminate obsolete provisions relating to the Department of Motor Vehicles
Revisor bill to eliminate obsolete provisions in the International Fuel Tax Agreement Act
Change certain federal references and provisions relating to provisional operator’s permit
restrictions, use of interactive wireless communication devices, and occupant protection
system enforcement

S = signed by the governor, P = passed by the Legislature, V = vetoed,
LV -line-itemvetoed, VO =veto overridden, FR=finalreading, SF = selectfile,
GF = general file, C = held in committee, IPP = indefinitely postponed,

ISSUES
14,15

4,7
4,1

12,15
9

12,15
10,12,13
14,15

12

2

14

PAGE 36 + UNICAMERAL UPDATE

+ INTERIM 2016 - 104™ LEGISLATURE « SECOND SESSION



BILL
LB669

LB670
LB671
LB672
LB673
LB674
LB675
LB676
LB677

LB678
LB679

LB680
LBG680OA
LB681
LB682
LB683
LB684
LB685
LB686
LB687
LB688

LB689
LB690
LB691
LB692
LB693
LB694
LB695
LB696
LB697
LB698

LB698A
LB699
LB700

LB701
LB702
LB703
LB704

LB705
LB706
LB707
LB708
LB709
LB710
LB711

LB712
LB713
LB714
LB715

LB716

INTRODUCER
Krist

Krist
Krist
Krist
Krist
Krist
Krist
Craighead
Craighead

Craighead
Krist

Riepe
Riepe
Schnoor
Craighead
Craighead
Bolz

Bolz
Chambers
Bloomfield
Bloomfield

Bloomfield
Morfeld
Morfeld
Morfeld
Morfeld
Crawford
Crawford
Howard
Howard
Mello

Mello
Mello
Mello

Mello

Urban Affairs
Urban Affairs
Urban Affairs

Urban Affairs
Coash
Coash

Bolz

Howard
Hughes
Hughes

Hughes
Stinner
Stinner
Stinner

Kolowski

STATUS
C

o}

PP

o}

GF (>894

oo

(>874)

(>910)

OO(D(DOQIT_I)OG)G) OOV LWLOOWL®

w
—
m
-
o
*

849, 869,

nonyg
&«

GF (1081
s
s
S (+705)

GF (>704)
C

GF

GF (>698)
C (>894)
S

C (>1038)

S
C (>956)
C
C (>957)

S

‘ W = withdrawn, > = amended into bill #, + = includes bill #
ISSUES: coverage in issue # of the 2016 Unicameral Update

ONELINE DESCRIPTION

Update certain federal references and change from a secondary to primary offense certain
occupant protection system enforcement requirements

Require a hearing prior to release for persons taken into custody for mental health reasons
Repeal the Build Nebraska Act and change the distribution of sales tax revenue
Eliminate fees on tires as prescribed

Change provisions relating to appointment of guardians ad litem

Provide financial compensation for care for disabled persons by family as prescribed
Change provisions relating to placement and detention of juveniles

Revise powers of state-chartered banks, building and loan associations, and credit unions
Change a residency qualification and military service requirement for certain veterans
service officers

Change provisions of the Nebraska Real Estate License Act

Change reporting requirements of the Community Corrections Division of the Nebraska
Commission on Law Enforcement and Criminal Justice

Change requirements for pharmacy technicians

Appropriation Bill

Change certain violation and penalty provisions under the Concealed Handgun Permit Act
Change deadlines for ballots for early voting and special elections by mail

Change provisions relating to homestead exemptions for surviving spouses

Change provisions relating to adoptive home studies and medical histories as prescribed
Adopt the Student Loan Repayment Tax Credit Act

Provide for the publication and distribution of the Constitution of Nebraska

Provide procedures for recall of state elective officers

Require all examinations and test of applicants under the Motor Vehicle Operator’s
License Act be in English

Eliminate a sales and use tax exemption relating to political events

Change provisions relating to eligibility for the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program
Adopt the Teacher Education and Health Care Professions Student Grant Program Act
Adopt the Student Online Personal Protection Act

Change limitation of action provisions under the Political Subdivisions Tort Claims Act
Change provisions relating to exempt contracts under the Taxpayer Transparency Act
Provide for the counting of ballots in sanitary and improvement district elections

Provide for a medicaid state plan waiver to provide coverage for treatment of opioid abuse
Provide for a medicaid state plan amendment application relating to functional family therapy
Adopt the Home Care Consumer Bill of Rights Act and the Assisting Caregiver Transitions
Act and change provisions of the Medical Assistance Act, Health Care Facility Licensure
Act, Alzheimer’s Special Care Disclosure Act, and Nebraska Community Aging Services Act
Appropriation Bill

Change the Nebraska Municipal Land Bank Act

Require notice to neighborhood associations for changes to business improvement
districts and zoning ordinances

Eliminate a termination date relating to a self-sufficiency contract

Harmonize provisions relating to the election of city council members in cities of the second class
Change provisions relating to nuisances in cities and villages

Change building code provisions applicable to political subdivisions and provisions
relating to cities of the first class

Change provisions relating to cities of the first class

Define habilitative services for purposes of insurance

Increase the number of judges of the separate juvenile court

Provide for a memory care endorsement under the Health Care Facility Licensure Act
Provide for an alternative to detention for juveniles

Change provisions relating to hazing

Change provisions of the Noxious Weed Control Act and create the Riparian Vegetation
Management Task Force

Change provisions relating to the regulation of aboveground motor vehicle fuel storage tanks
State intent relating to appropriations for the Access College Early Scholarship Program
Provide for and change a provision relating to sufficient cause for nonuse of a water appropriation
Provide for transfers from the General Fund to the Nebraska Cultural Preservation
Endowment Fund

Provide and eliminate provisions regarding pedestrians and bicyclists

S = signed by the governor, P = passed by the Legislature, V = vetoed,
LV-line-itemvetoed, VO =veto overridden, FR =final reading, SF = selectfile,
GF = general file, C = held in committee, IPP = indefinitely postponed,

ISSUES
6

12,14
8,15

13,14

10,12

3,8,10,12

3,5, 7

12

4,8,10,12
10,12, 13
5,9,12
7,12,15

4,14,15
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LB717
LB718

LB719

LB720

LB721
LB722
LB722A
LB723
LB724
LB725
LB726
LB727
LB728
LB729
LB730

LB731
LB732
LB733
LB734

LB735
LB736

LB737
LB738
LB739
LB740

LB741
LB742
LB743
LB744
LB745
LB746

LB746A
LB747

LB748
LB749
LB750

LB751

LB752
LB753

LB754

LB754A
LB755
LB756
LB757

LB758
LB759

INTRODUCER

Groene
Groene

Groene
Kuehn

Baker

Baker

Baker
Schumacher
Schumacher
Schumacher
Sullivan
Schilz
Johnson
Johnson
Johnson

Johnson

Watermeier
Watermeier
Watermeier

Friesen
Friesen

Friesen
Ebke
Smith
Hansen

Hansen
Hansen
Hansen
Watermeier
McCollister
Campbell

Campbell
Kolterman

Lindstrom
Lindstrom
Lindstrom

Lindstrom

Crawford
Crawford

Crawford

Crawford
\Watermeier
Performance Audit
Brasch

Scheer
Scheer

STATUS

C
S

DOOFTGOLOLOOWLOL® (@) O

[OR%2
£

C (>956)

ww

(>874)

DONOFTNO 0O00®

(+1034)

S
GF

GF 1105
C
s

‘ W = withdrawn, > = amended into bill #, + = includes bill #
ISSUES: coverage in issue # of the 2016 Unicameral Update

ONELINE DESCRIPTION

Change provisions relating to the assessment and valuation of real property

Change requirements for an application for a waiver of college tuition and fees by a
dependent of a veteran

Change provisions relating to undeveloped vacant land under the Community
Development Law

Change certain invasion of privacy provisions to include unmanned aircraft or unmanned
aircraft systems

Adopt the Surgical First Assistant Practice Act

Adopt the Stroke System of Care Act

Appropriation Bill

Change sales and use tax collection fees

Change sales and use tax collection fees

Provide an exception to a filing requirement relating to conveyances of real estate
Require information relating to federal student loans as prescribed

Impose a tax on sales of tobacco at cigar shops

Authorize electronic voting devices for natural resources districts

Change provisions of the Real Property Appraiser Act

Change a security coverage provision for sellers of grain stored in a warehouse closed by
the Public Service Commission

Change provisions relating to the Real Property Appraiser Act

Change provisions relating to Military Honor Plates

Appropriate funds to the Department of Correctional Services

Change residency provisions relating to Nebraska National Guard members for college
tuition purposes

Provide a length limit exception for an articulated bus vehicle operated by a transit authority
Change provisions relating to electric utilities and electric suppliers under the Rural
Community-Based Energy Development Act

Change provisions of the Wastewater Treatment Facilities Construction Assistance Act
Prohibit the use of cell-site simulator technology or devices by law enforcement agencies
Eliminate certain taxing authority of learning communities

Add an unfair claims settlement practice under the Unfair Insurance Claims Settlement
Practices Act

Change electioneering provisions related to yard signs

Change county population thresholds

Clarify compensation for shoulder injuries under the Nebraska Workers’ Compensation Act
Provide for communication and contact agreements in private and agency adoptions
Change Game and Parks Commission fee and permit provisions

Adopt the Nebraska Strengthening Families Act, change provisions for guardians ad litem and
services for children, create the Normalcy Task Force, and eliminate a reporting requirement
Appropriation Bill

Amend the Nebraska Capital Expansion Act to increase the amount of funds the state
investment officer may offer as deposits

Change import provisions under the Nebraska Liquor Control Act as prescribed

Change an income tax exemption relating to social security benefits

Prohibit discrimination and retaliation against and provide for confidentiality of the identity
of persons involved in making reports under the Uniform Credentialing Act

Provide that payment of certain expenses is not a condition precedent to certain
approvals by the Director of Banking and Finance and change certain notice provisions
Create the Adult Career Pathways Task Force

Extend protection under federal Uniformed Services Employment and Reemployment
Rights Act to Nebraska employees serving in the National Guard of another state

Create the Commission on Military and Veteran Affairs and authorize summary discipline
under the Nebraska Code of Military Justice

Appropriation Bill

Appropriate funds to the Board of Trustees of the Nebraska State Colleges

Terminate the Long-Term Care Savings Plan Act

Change provisions relating to personal property exemptions in cases of forced sale or
execution or attachment

Prohibit limited liability companies from operating as insurers

Change provisions relating to stop-payment orders

S = signed by the governor, P = passed by the Legislature, V = vetoed,
LV -line-itemvetoed, VO =veto overridden, FR=finalreading, SF = selectfile,
GF = general file, C = held in committee, IPP = indefinitely postponed,

ISSUES
5

14,15
3,9,15

8,12

6, 11

3,7,9

3,5,7

12,14
12,13

12,14
11,14,15
3,8,10,15

10,15

10, 11,15

3,14,15
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S = signed by the governor, P = passed by the Legislature, V = vetoed,

LV-line-itemvetoed, VO =veto overridden, FR =final reading, SF = selectfile,
GF = general file, C = held in committee, IPP = indefinitely postponed,

‘ W = withdrawn, > = amended into bill #, + = includes bill #

ISSUES: coverage in issue # of the 2016 Unicameral Update

BILL INTRODUCER STATUS ONELINE DESCRIPTION ISSUES
LB760 |[Scheer S Update certain references to the federal Electronic Fund Transfer Act
LB761  [Scheer S Change and update certain federal references in the Consumer Rental Purchase Agreement Act
LB762  |Kintner C Change the tax on cigars, cheroots, and stogies
LB763 |Garrett C Adopt the Nebraska is Honoring Our Military Exemption Act and provide an income tax
exemption
LB764 |Garrett GF (>754)|Authorize summary discipline for minor offenses in the Nebraska Code of Military Justice
LB765 |Garrett C Increase original certificate of title fees for vehicles transferred to Nebraska from another |4
state or country
LB766 |Garrett GF Change eligibility provisions for waiver of tuition and fees for veterans’ dependents as prescribed
LB767 |Garrett C Prohibit dismemberment abortion as prescribed and provide for civil and criminal penaltieg
LB768 |Garrett GF Provide for Choose Life License Plates
LB768A |Garrett GF Appropriation Bill
LB769 |Garrett C Change provisions relating to firearms 9
LB770 |Groene S Change the termination date of the Nebraska Exchange Transparency Act and the terms of
certain members of the Nebraska Exchange Stakeholder Commission
LB770A |Groene S Appropriation Bill
LB771 Lindstrom S Change provisions under the Securities Act of Nebraska relating to registration by
coordination and federal covered securities
LB772  |Schumacher S (+819) |Adopt the Corporate Governance Annual Disclosure Act and change provisions relating to
insurance holding companies and risk retention groups
LB773  [Stinner C Create the Early Childhood Workforce Development Task Force 3
LB774  [Scheer S (+510, |Change revenue and taxation provisions 12,15
542, 888,
1014,1015)
1047, 1088)
LB774A |Scheer S Appropriation Bill
LB775 |Gloor S Change property tax provisions relating to motor vehicles
LB776 |Gloor S Change revenue and taxation provisions
LB777  |Gloor C Change provisions relating to partial payments for property taxes held in escrow
LB778  |Williams S Change provisions relating to the Nebraska Money Transmitters Act and the Nebraska
Installment Sales Act
LB779 [Schumacher C Change provisions relating to the partisan status of certain political subdivision offices
LB780 [Schumacher C Change provisions relating to emergency protective custody
LB781 Schumacher C Require school districts to prepare for closure of nonpublic schools
LB782  [Schumacher C Provide for a medicaid state plan amendment relating to coverage for family planning services|7
LB783 |Lindstrom S Provide for registration of public power district vehicles as prescribed
LB783A |Lindstrom S Appropriation Bill
LB784  |Friesen S Change provisions relating to deficit expenditures by county boards
LB785 |Friesen GF (>311)|Change provisions relating to the Motor Vehicle Operator’s License Act 4
LB786 |Larson S Change requirements for completion of death certificates and cremation permits
LB787 [Morfeld C (>874) |Allow a voter to photograph and reveal a marked ballot 4,12, 14
LB788 [Cook C Change and eliminate provisions relating to the Professional Landscape Architects Act
LB789 [Cook C (>956) |Change provisions regarding appropriations for the installation of art in public buildings
LB790 |Kolterman S To alphabetize defined terms under various retirement statutes
LB791 Ebke GF Change grounds for discipline under the Funeral Directing and Embalming Act
LB792  |Kuehn C Prohibit certain former officeholders and public employees from being lobbyists 8
LB793 |Watermeier C Change provisions and penalties relating to implements for escape and contraband and

certain assaults

LB794 |Harr S Change provisions relating to the Nebraska Model Business Corporation Act and
corporate occupation taxes

LB795 |Harr C Establish the Wireless in Nebraska Program under the Nebraska Telecommunications
Universal Service Fund Act

LB796 |Harr C Prohibit alterations to liability insurance coverage for claims under the Minor Alcoholic
Liquor Liability Act

LB797  |Harr C Change provisions relating to the accrual of interest on denied and reduced homestead
exemptions

LB798 |Johnson S Change provisions of the Nebraska Pure Food Act

LB799 |Bolz C (>977) |Include capital acquisition costs in the Nebraska Public Transportation Act’s assistance program|10, 15

LB800 |[Bolz C (>956) |State intent relating to an appropriation to the State Department of Education for

job-driven training and education
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S = signed by the governor, P = passed by the Legislature, V = vetoed,
LV -line-itemvetoed, VO =veto overridden, FR=finalreading, SF = selectfile,
GF = general file, C = held in committee, IPP = indefinitely postponed,
‘ W = withdrawn, > = amended into bill #, + = includes bill #
ISSUES: coverage in issue # of the 2016 Unicameral Update

BILL INTRODUCER STATUS ONELINE DESCRIPTION ISSUES
LB801 Bolz IPP Require educational material and a report relating to long-term care insurance
LB802 |Haar C Create the Health and Climate Resiliency Task Force 5
LB803 |Retirement S Change disposition of court docket fees as prescribed
LB804 [Hilkemann GF Adopt the Investigational Drug Use Act 6
LB805 |Mello C (>447) |Require a periodic study of certain retirement plans and a report filing by certain political |8, 12
subdivisions
LB806 |Mello GF Adopt the Riverfront Development District Act 7
LB807  |Williams S Allow counties of all sizes to waive quarterly reports by county attorneys
LB808 |[Hansen GF (>1059)|Change provisions relating to amending an economic development program under the 8,10, 12
Local Option Municipal Economic Development Act
LB809 |Davis C Appropriate funds to the Property Tax Credit Cash Fund
LB810 [Davis C (>957) |Eliminate the Nebraska Youth Conservation Program and transfer funds to the Cowboy Trail Fund
LB811 |Brasch S Change provisions relating to counties’ use of alphanumeric and county number system |3,7,9
license plates
LB812  [Smith C Provide a sales tax exemption relating to custom software
LB813 |Kolterman S Permit certain persons to consent to donate plasma
LB814  |Friesen S Change a requirement for issuance of a school permit
LB814A |Friesen S Appropriation Bill
LB815 |Stinner GF Change provisions relating to petitions for removal of a person’s firearms-related 9
disabilities or disqualifications
LB816 [Scheer S Change and eliminate provisions relating to state institution patients’ records
LB817 |[Riepe S Adopt the Direct Primary Care Agreement Act 6, 10
LB818  [Kolowski GF Change provisions relating to immunity when submitting a complaint under the Children’s
Residential Facilities and Placing Licensure Act
LB819 |[Lindstrom GF (>772)|Adopt the Corporate Governance Annual Disclosure Act 4
LB820 [Hughes GF Provide a method of selecting winners for certain lotteries and raffles 4,8
LB821 |Larson S Adopt the Workplace Privacy Act 13,15
LB822 |Larson C Eliminate consent of the Legislature for appointment of State Electrical Board members
LB823 |Larson S Change powers and duties of the State Athletic Commissioner and provide administrative
fine authority as prescribed
LB824  |McCollister S (+914) |Provide for compensation of certain Nebraska Power Review Board members and for 4,12, 14,
privately developed renewable energy generation facilities and appropriate funds 15
LB825 |Davis C Provide reporting requirements for tax-exempt property
LB826 |Davis C Change provisions relating to reimbursement under the Special Education Act 4
LB827 [Harr GF (>131)|Allow county treasurers to receive fees for services rendered to sanitary and improvement
districts
LB828 |[Harr GF Redefine terms under the Employment Security Law
LB829 |Harr S Adopt the Revised Uniform Fiduciary Access to Digital Assets Act (2015) 14,15
LB830 |Harr S (+972) |Redefine employment under the Employment Security Law and change provisions relating |8, 10, 15
to vacation leave for state employees
LB831 [Hansen GF Adopt the Automatic License Plate Reader Privacy Act
LB831A [Hansen GF Appropriation Bill
LB832 [Morfeld C Provide for seizure and sale of a motor vehicle illegally transporting household goods for hire
LB833  |Schumacher C Change provisions relating to child support enforcement actions
LB834 |Schumacher C Prohibit the retail sale of alcohol at a price below cost
LB835 |Mello S Change provisions relating to consumer protection 4,13,14
LB836 |Mello IPP Adopt the In the Line of Duty Compensation Act 6
LB837 |Scheer S Change provisions relating to premium taxes and quarterly statements under the Surplus
Lines Insurance Act
LB838 |[Bolz C State intent relating to an appropriation to the State Department of Education for an
educational specialist
LB839 |Chambers IPP Require background checks and other requirements for persons purchasing certain types
of tactical gear
LB840 |Fox S Change provisions relating to the time allowed for certain internal grievances under the
Health Carrier External Review Act
LB841  |Bloomfield GF Change provisions relating to maximum annual benefits and disqualification for benefits
under the Employment Security Law
LB842 |Haar S Change admission and graduation provisions relating to barber schools and colleges 9,11,13
LB843 |Pansing Brooks S (+1097)|Provide immunity from prosecution for prostitution and change forensic medical 6, 11,12,
examination provisions 13,14
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BILL

LB844
LB845

LB846

LB847
LB848
LB849
LB850
LB851
LB851A
LB852
LB853
LB854
LB855

LB856
LB857
LB858
LB859
LB860

LB861
LB862
LB863
LB864

LB865
LB866
LB866A
LB867

LB867A
LB868

LB869

LB870
LB871
LB872
LB873
LB874

LB875

LB876
LB877

LB878

LB879
LB880
LB881
LB882
LB883
LB884

LB884A
LB885

INTRODUCER

Pansing Brooks
Pansing Brooks

Pansing Brooks

Pansing Brooks
Pansing Brooks
Crawford
Crawford
McCollister
McCollister
Cook

Stinner

Coash

Ebke

Harr
Hadley
Hadley
Campbell
Hughes

Schumacher
Larson
Schilz
Crawford

Crawford

Bolz

Bolz

Performance Audit

Watermeier
Krist

Crawford

Harr

Murante
Murante
Murante
Murante

Murante

Murante
Murante

Murante

Murante
McCollister
Schilz
Scheer
Scheer
Scheer

Scheer
Davis

STATUS

C (>977)
C (>894)

GF 1000

GF
c

GF (>698)
IPP

s

s

C (>956)
s

c

GF

]

S

C (>957)
S

GF (>1059)

GF
GF

LV
C

GF (>698)

]

]

C (>977)

]

S (+682,

741,787,
879)

S

S
S

C

C (>874)
GF

S

]

IPP

S (+951)

W

GF

W = withdrawn, > = amended into bill #, + = includes bill #
ISSUES: coverage in issue # of the 2016 Unicameral Update

[

ONELINE DESCRIPTION

Provide for Breast Cancer Awareness Plates

Provide requirements relating to confinement of juveniles and provide a duty for the
Inspector General of Nebraska Child Welfare

Require law enforcement agencies to adopt a policy regarding suspect identifications
by witnesses

Change provisions relating to juries

Change provisions relating to courts

Adopt the Assisting Caregiver Transitions Act

Adopt the Paid Family Medical Leave Insurance Act

Change the Taxpayer Transparency Act

Appropriation Bill

Appropriate funds for aid to community colleges

Change provisions relating to the Public Accountancy Act

Adopt the Self-Service Storage Facilities Act and provide for a lien on certain property
Require rounding a certain dollar amount in the Employment Security Law to the nearest
whole dollar amount

Change the Insured Homeowners Protection Act

Change population threshold for a city of the first class to employ a full-time fire chief
Create the University of Nebraska Facilities Program of 2016

Change cease and desist orders under the Uniform Credentialing Act

Add a type of economic development program under the Local Option Municipal
Economic Development Act

Provide for court review of inmate restrictive housing placement as prescribed

Permit conducting or participating in a fantasy contest as prescribed

Adopt the Wind Energy Expansion Act

Change provisions relating to a municipality requesting additional extraterritorial zoning
jurisdiction

Change provisions relating to handicapped parking

Adopt the Transition to Adult Living Success Program Act

Appropriation Bill

Change provisions relating to the Administrative Procedure Act and require the
Department of Correctional Services to adopt and promulgate rules and regulations
Appropriation Bill

Require successful completion of a civics examination as a prerequisite to high school
graduation

Require that certain providers under the Medical Assistance Act be subject to a national
criminal history record information check

Provide an income tax credit to graduates of certain educational institutions

Provide for a presidential preference primary election

Change a provision relating to the use of blue and amber rotating or flashing lights
Authorize escheatment to the state of unclaimed United States Savings Bonds as prescribed
Change provisions of the Election Act

Change conditions for approval of a planned unit development for certain second-class
cities and villages

Authorize electronic voting devices for public bodies in public meetings

Change provisions relating to reviewing and commenting on proposed subdivision plats in
certain counties

Provide and change rulemaking duties relating to veterans homes and the Veterans’
Homes Board

Change signature requirements for partisan candidates

Change provisions relating to Military Honor Plates

Change provisions relating to energy financing contracts

Change provisions relating to school budgeting

Provide for foundation aid pursuant to the Tax Equity and Educational Opportunities Support Act
Change the Convention Center Facility Financing Assistance Act and the Sports Arena
Facility Financing Assistance Act and adopt the Affordable Housing Tax Credit Act
Appropriation Bill

Provide student journalists the right to exercise freedom of speech and of the press

S = signed by the governor, P = passed by the Legislature, V = vetoed,
LV-line-itemvetoed, VO =veto overridden, FR =final reading, SF = selectfile,
GF = general file, C = held in committee, IPP = indefinitely postponed,

ISSUES

10,15
3,10, 12,
13
3,13,14

3,8,10,12
5
7,14,15

8,10, 12

12

5,10, 15

7

8,10, 12

10,15
8
12,14

4,11,13

3,57

12,14

13,15

8
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BILL

LB886
LB886A
LB887
LB888

LB889
LB889A
LB890
LB891
LB892
LB893

LB894

LB895
LB896
LB897
LB898

LB899
LB900

LB900A
LB901
LB901A
LB902
LB903
LB904
LB905
LB906
LB907
LB908
LB908A
LB909
LB910

LB910A
LB911
LB912
LB913
LB914
LB914A
LB915
LB916

LB917

LB918
LB919
LB919A
LB920
LB921
LB922
LB923
LB924

LB925

LB926

INTRODUCER

Davis
Davis
Schilz
Mello

Mello

Mello

Brasch

Brasch

Kintner

Pansing Brooks

Pansing Brooks

Coash
Hansen
Lindstrom
Fox

Baker
Bloomfield

Bloomfield
Kolterman
Kolterman
Kolowski
Baker
Baker
Ebke
Lindstrom
Harr
Kolterman
Kolterman
Kolterman
Bolz

Bolz

Bolz

Smith
Smith
Schilz
Schilz
McCollister
Howard

Krist

Murante
Williams
Williams
Pansing Brooks
Riepe
Kolterman
Stinner
Kolterman

Harr

Harr

STATUS

S
S
S
GF (>774)

C (>894)

S (+673,
709, 845,
893)

s

IPP

W = withdrawn, > = amended into bill #, + = includes bill #
ISSUES: coverage in issue # of the 2016 Unicameral Update

[

ONELINE DESCRIPTION

Adopt the Volunteer Emergency Responders Incentive Act and provide income tax credits
Appropriation Bill

Extend sunset of the Petroleum Release Remedial Action Cash Fund

Change provisions relating to tax credits under the Nebraska Job Creation and Mainstreet
Revitalization Act

Adopt the School Readiness Tax Credit Act

Appropriation Bill

Change provisions relating to actions involving motor vehicle collisions with domestic animals
Adopt the Down Syndrome Diagnosis Information and Support Act

Change provisions relating to intimidation by telephone call

Modify jurisdiction of juvenile courts and change provisions relating to temporary custody
and disposition of juveniles

Change provisions relating to juveniles

Require a report regarding the Beatrice State Developmental Center and the Bridges program
Require pay increases for state employees to recognize length of service

Allow certain public power agencies to engage in hedging transactions

Exempt persons solely engaged in natural hair braiding from credentialing requirements
under the Uniform Credentialing Act

Change lead content provisions relating to the Nebraska Safe Drinking Water Act
Change motorcycle and moped helmet provisions, motorcycle registration fees, rename
the Health Advisory Board, and create the brain injury services program and a fund
Appropriation Bill

Change dental assistant and licensed dental hygienist provisions

Appropriation Bill

Change the Nebraska Clean-burning Motor Fuel Development Act

Change and eliminate provisions relating to learning communities

Provide for school districts to opt out of a learning community

Adopt the Commission on Fathers, Men, and Boys Establishment Act of 2016

Adopt the Law Enforcement Education Act authorizing tuition waivers

Change provisions relating to the New Markets Job Growth Investment Act

Provide for temporary licenses for veterinary technicians

Appropriation Bill

Change powers, duties, and fee and penalty provisions relating to the Department of Agriculture
Change provisions relating to the Office of Parole Administration, restrictive housing provided
by correctional services, and ineligibility of certain felons for benefits as prescribed
Appropriation Bill

State intent relating to fund transfers for behavioral health systems of care

Change requirements for presentation of identification for purposes of voting

Adopt the Facilitating Business Rapid Response to State Declared Disasters Act
Change compensation for certain members of the Nebraska Power Review Board as prescribed
Appropriation Bill

Create a veterans’ treatment court pilot project

Provide immunity from criminal or civil liability for removal of an animal from a motor
vehicle by forcible entry as prescribed

Change provisions relating to access to records for and investigations by the Inspector
General of Nebraska Child Welfare

Provide for the redistribution of motor vehicle taxes as prescribed

Change provisions relating to problem solving courts

Appropriation Bill

Add members to the Nebraska Police Standards Advisory Council

Eliminate provisions relating to organic food

Change terms of Public Employees Retirement Board members as prescribed
Appropriate funds for federally qualified health centers

Provide an additional withholding procedure for certain payments under the Income
Withholding for Child Support Act

Change provisions relating to issuing a treasurer’s tax deed and bringing a tax lien
foreclosure action as prescribed

Adopt the Nebraska Rural Jobs Act and provide tax credits

S = signed by the governor, P = passed by the Legislature, V = vetoed,
LV -line-itemvetoed, VO =veto overridden, FR=finalreading, SF = selectfile,
GF = general file, C = held in committee, IPP = indefinitely postponed,

ISSUES
5,12,15
12,15
5,13,15
10, 12,13
10, 12,13
8,12
3,7,9
5,11

4

10, 12
10,12, 15
4,12, 15
5

7

4,10, 15
9,15
8,12

6, 11
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W = withdrawn, > = amended into bill #, + = includes bill #
ISSUES: coverage in issue # of the 2016 Unicameral Update

[

S = signed by the governor, P = passed by the Legislature, V = vetoed,
LV-line-itemvetoed, VO =veto overridden, FR =final reading, SF = selectfile,
GF = general file, C = held in committee, IPP = indefinitely postponed,

BILL INTRODUCER STATUS ONELINE DESCRIPTION ISSUES
LB927  |Hilkemann C Change provisions relating to surcharges for 911 service
LB928 |Mello IPP (>83)|Change provisions relating to discriminatory wage practices based on sex 5,9,12
LB929 |Brasch S Update certain references to federal regulations regarding motor vehicles and motor carriers
LB930 |Scheer S Change provisions relating to statewide assessments and college admission testing as prescribed |4, 14, 15
LB931 |Bolz C (>956) |Provide for financial incentives for certain assisted-living facilities and change distribution
of the Behavioral Health Services Fund
LB932 |Crawford C Redefine not-for-profit organization for purposes of liability provisions
LB933 |Coash IPP Adopt the Payroll Processor Regulation Act
LB934 |Coash S (+1007,|Provide a penalty for exploiting senior adults, provide for appointment, powers,and duties|5, 10, 15
1008) of guardians ad litem, and change provisions of the Public Guardianship Act
LB934A |Coash S Appropriation Bill
LB935 |Schilz V (+993, |Change provisions relating to the Nebraska Budget Act, state agency contracts, reimbursement | 15
1084, 1099) for expenses, the Suggestion Award Board, and the Auditor of Public Accounts
LB936 |Ebke C Change inheritance tax rates and exemption amounts
LB937 |Ebke C Eliminate a prohibition on marriage of persons with venereal disease
LB938 |Smith S Adopt the 911 Service System Act, change a reporting requirement as prescribed, and 5,12,15
transfer funds from the Enhanced Wireless 911 Fund to the 911 Service System Fund
LB938A |Smith LV Appropriation Bill
LB939 |Mello GF Adopt the Nebraska Early Childhood Advantage Act
LB940 |Johnson C Adopt the Tax Stabilization Act 5
LB941 Gloor GF Update references to the Internal Revenue Code
LB942 |Scheer S Require disclosure of noncompete agreements by sellers of seller-assisted marketing plans
and provide for reformation of a franchise agreement which unreasonably restrains competition
LB943 |Hansen C Update references with respect to husband and wife
LB944 |Hansen C Change terminology relating to parentage and marital relationships
LB945 |Hansen C Adopt the Nebraska Healthy Food Financing Initiative Act 6
LB946 |Smith C (>977) |Change powers and duties of the chairperson of the Nebraska Motor Vehicle Industry 10, 15
Licensing Board
LB947 Mello VO State intent relating to professional or commercial licenses for certain aliens and restrict |12, 14, 15
credential issuance as prescribed
LB948 |Morfeld S Change an application period limitation for the designation of enterprise zones as prescribed
LB949 |Harr IPP Change the commission allowed to cigarette stamping agents
LB950 |Harr C Allow a bad debt deduction relating to cigarette and tobacco product taxes
LB951 Harr C (>884) |Adopt the Affordable Housing Tax Credit Act
LB952 |Watermeier S Change membership of the Board of Emergency Medical Services
LB953 |Kolterman C Provide protection for qualified adults from financial exploitation
LB954  |Krist S Change provisions relating to access to records for and investigations by the Inspector 3,6,9,10
General of Nebraska Child Welfare
LB955 |Scheer C Except the University of Nebraska and the Nebraska State College System from
participation in certain state contracts regarding electronic payments
LB956 |Speaker Hadley S (+381, |Provide for deficit appropriations 5,11,12
713, 733,
789, 800,
852, 911,
923, 931,
1006, 1074)
LB957 |Speaker Hadley S (+715, |Provide, change, and eliminate fund provisions and change artwork, renovation, and 5,11,12
755, 810, |replacement provisions for state buildings
858, 988,
1091)
LB958 |Gloor S Change provisions relating to property tax credits 5,12,13,
14,15
LB959 |Sullivan S Change provisions relating to minimum levy adjustments and averaging adjustments 6,13, 15
under the Tax Equity and Educational Opportunities Support Act and certain school
district levy and bonding authority
LB959A |Sullivan S Appropriation Bill
LB960 [Smith S Adopt the Transportation Innovation Act and provide transfers from the Cash Reserve Fund |7,11,12,15
LB960A |Smith S Appropriation Bill
LB961 Chambers IPP Eliminate provisions relating to hunting mountain lions 8
LB962 |Fox GF Change requirements for the practice of acupuncture
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BILL
LB963

LB964
LB965
LB966
LB967
LB968
LB969
LB970

LB971
LB972

LB973
LB974

LB975

LB976
LB977

LB977A
LB978

LB979
LB980

LB981
LB982
LB983
LB984

LB985
LB986

LB987
LB988

LB989
LB990
LB991
LB992
LB993
LB994
LB995

LB996
LB997

LB998

LB999

INTRODUCER
Fox

Hilkemann
Cook
Kintner
Kintner
Johnson
Larson

Larson

Gloor
Harr

Smith
Kolowski

Kolterman

Seiler
Smith

Smith
Craighead

Kuehn
Morfeld

Business & Labor
Business & Labor
Harr
Schumacher

Schumacher
Retirement

Morfeld
Cook

Murante
Davis
McCollister
Ebke
Coash
Davis

Davis

Friesen
Krist

Schumacher

Garrett

STATUS
GF (>698)

o000 o O

GF
IPP (>830)

S
C

GF
W

S (+799,
844, 872,
918, 946,
989, 996)

S
S

GF
C

s
IPP
GF
c

C
C (>447)

GF (>1093)
C (>957)

C (>977)
GF

(>977)

o O oo o

W = withdrawn, > = amended into bill #, + = includes bill #
ISSUES: coverage in issue # of the 2016 Unicameral Update

[

ONELINE DESCRIPTION

Change provisions relating to area plans and budgets under the Nebraska Community
Aging Services Act

Change a veteran notation requirement on a motor vehicle operator’s license or state
identification card

Provide for expungement of records for persons charged with or found guilty of a crime
because of stolen identity or mistaken identity

Adopt the Refugee Resettlement Agency Indemnification Act

Change learning community provisions relating to enroliment and levies

Change provisions relating to an agriculture promotion and development program
Provide and change duties for the establishment, maintenance, and operation of public
libraries or reading rooms by cities or villages

Change provisions relating to pickle cards and keno and authorize methods of payment
for gambling

Change provisions relating to restoration of seized firearms

Change a provision under the Employment Security Law relating to an exclusion from the
definition of employment

Change penalty, permit, and notice provisions relating to electric utility lines, poles, and structures
Exempt sales of clothing, school supplies, computers, and computer-related accessories
from sales and use taxes

Adopt the Child Welfare Services Preservation Act

Change provisions relating to jury sequestration

Provide state assistance for public transportation, ordinance and resolution powers
regarding weight restrictions, Breast Cancer Awareness Plates, electronic processing of
commercial drivers’ licenses and permits, and operation of implements of husbandry and
change specialty license plate provisions, distribution of taxes and fees, use of blue and
amber lights, and motor vehicle industry provisions

Appropriation Bill

Change provisions relating to the state purchasing card program and facilities
construction and administration and eliminate obsolete provisions

Provide for selection of interchangeable biological products by pharmacists

Change penalty provisions for certain violations relating to or committed by persons
experiencing or witnessing a drug overdose

Provide for payment of claims against the state

Deny payment of claims against the state

Change the definition of disability under the Nebraska Fair Employment Practice Act
Change provisions relating to mandatory minimum sentencing and sentencing of habitual
criminals

Provide reporting duties for regional behavioral health authorities

Change duties of the Public Employees Retirement Board relating to an annual valuation
report and experience study

Create the Bioscience Steering Committee

Change distribution provisions for the Health Care Homes for the Medically Underserved
Fund

Change provisions relating to motor vehicles

Adopt the Fetal Dignity Protection Act

Redefine crime victim

Provide a restriction on installment contracts for the purchase of real or personal property
by political subdivisions

Change provisions related to the Auditor of Public Accounts and require hours of work be
recorded on a timesheet

Change provisions under the Motor Vehicle Registration Act relating to financial
responsibility as applied to nonresident owners

Repeal provisions relating to the special valuation of agricultural land and provide for the
agricultural value of agricultural land

Change provisions relating to the Motor Vehicle Industry Regulation Act

Change provisions regarding the Nebraska Capitol Commission and office space within
the State Capitol

Provide for emergency community crisis centers and change provisions relating to
emergency protective custody

Change the disposition of proceeds from the sale of surplus personal property

S = signed by the governor, P = passed by the Legislature, V = vetoed,
LV -line-itemvetoed, VO =veto overridden, FR=finalreading, SF = selectfile,
GF = general file, C = held in committee, IPP = indefinitely postponed,

ISSUES
10,12
8

5

8

8,10, 15
7

7,13
10,15

5

6

11,12
8,12
5,12,13
10,15

9

15
10,15

8
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BILL
LB1000

LB1001
LB1002
LB1003
LB1003A
LB1004

LB1005
LB1006
LB1007
LB1008

LB1009

LB1010
LB1011
LB1012
LB1013
LB1014
LB1015
LB1016
LB1017

LB1018

LB1019

LB1020

LB1021
LB1022

LB1023
LB1024
LB1025
LB1026
LB1027
LB1028
LB1029
LB1030
LB1031
LB1032

LB1032A
LB1033

LB1034
LB1035

LB1036

LB1037
LB1038

LB1038A

INTRODUCER
Mello

Ebke

Baker
Smith
Smith
Cook

Harr

Coash
Coash
Coash

Williams

Williams
Campbell
Mello
Gloor
Stinner
Harr
Watermeier
Lindstrom

Coash
Davis
Fox

Crawford
Performance Audit

Ebke
Larson
Morfeld
Morfeld
Morfeld
Morfeld
Mello
Bolz
Hansen

McCollister

McCollister
Campbell

Campbell
Williams

Campbell

Brasch
Davis

Hughes

STATUS

S (+846,
1055)
IPP

s

GF

GF

C (>1066)

IPP
C (>956)
GF (>934)
C (>934)

S

Omwwmww

GF -774)
C (>774)
s

C (>1093)

C
GF (>1038)

[2N@]

ooo o O

C (>1093)

GF1110)
o}

o}

GF

GF
S

GF (>746)
s

C
GF

S (+639,
711,1019)

S

‘ W = withdrawn, > = amended into bill #, + = includes bill #
ISSUES: coverage in issue # of the 2016 Unicameral Update

ONELINE DESCRIPTION

Require policies relating to body-worn cameras and eyewitness suspect identifications
and change provisions relating to grand juries

Change provisions relating to a compensation schedule for injuries resulting in disability
Permit educational service unit boards to pay membership dues to associations of school boards
Change the prepaid wireless surcharge determination under the Prepaid Wireless Surcharge Act
Appropriation Bill

Change provisions relating to the Community Eligibility Provision and provide duties for
the State Department of Education

Provide for an evidence-based drug formulary under the Nebraska Workers’ Compensation Act
Appropriate funds for hiring forensic accountants by the Office of the Attorney General
Change and provide provisions relating to protection of vulnerable adults and senior adults
Provide qualification requirements for guardians ad litem in guardianship, conservatorship,
and other protective proceedings

Prohibit transactions involving lookalike substances, provide and change seizure and
forfeiture authority, and prohibit conduct as deceptive trade practices

Change provisions relating to juvenile court petitions

Change provisions relating to at-risk managed care contracts as prescribed

Adopt the Property Assessed Clean Energy Act

Change tax on cigarettes and other tobacco products and provide for distribution of proceeds|
Change provisions relating to levy limitations and budget limitations for public airports
Change a sales tax exemption relating to museums

Redefine agency under the Legislative Performance Audit Act

Eliminate a residency requirement for student interns under a grant program and transfer
funds as prescribed

Appropriate funds to the Nebraska Arts Council

Change provisions relating to support of the Niobrara Council by the Game and Parks
Commission, require legislative confirmation of certain appointments to the council, and
require an annual report

Provide for amendments to declarations to correct scrivener’s errors, omissions, or errors
in the declaration under the Nebraska Condominium Act

Change provisions relating to access to sales and use tax information by municipalities
Change provisions relating to the office of Legislative Audit and change dates for
application of tax incentives

Require development of treatment protocols for and a needs assessment of committed
offenders and correctional facilities

Change a provision of the Nebraska Political Accountability and Disclosure Act relating to
an interest in a government contract

Change experience requirements under the Public Accountancy Act

Change provisions relating to education technology

Create and provide funding for the Campus Sexual Assault Prevention Grant Program
and provide duties for the Attorney General

Change provisions relating to funding under the Business Innovation Act and require the
Department of Economic Development to contract with certain entities

Adopt the Sector Partnership Program Act and provide duties for the Department of Labor
Change an expenditure limit relating to amino acid-based elemental formulas

Change the levy authority of railroad transportation safety districts

Adopt the Transitional Health Insurance Program Act and provide duties for the
Department of Health and Human Services

Appropriation Bill

Create an advisory committee relating to persons with disabilities within the Department
of Health and Human Services

Change provisions relating to the Nebraska Children’s Commission

Redefine farm product and change provisions relating to the central filing system and the
master lien list

Change provisions of the Credit Services Organization Act, the Delayed Deposit Services
Licensing Act, and the Nebraska Installment Loan Act

Change property tax provisions relating to agricultural land and horticultural land

Change provisions relating to vegetation and natural resources

Appropriation Bill

S = signed by the governor, P = passed by the Legislature, V = vetoed,
LV-line-itemvetoed, VO =veto overridden, FR =final reading, SF = selectfile,
GF = general file, C = held in committee, IPP = indefinitely postponed,

ISSUES
7,13,14

15
5,15

10,12

13,14

6

12,15
12,15
6,9
10,12,13

8,10, 15

5
10,12, 13

12,14

13
12,15
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BILL

LB1039
LB1040
LB1041
LB1042
LB1043
LB1044
LB1045
LB1046
LB1047
LB1048
LB1049
LB1050

LB1051
LB1052

LB1053
LB1054
LB1055

LB1056
LB1057
LB1058
LB1059

LB1060

LB1061
LB1062
LB1063
LB1064
LB1065
LB1066

LB1067
LB1067A
LB1068
LB1069
LB1070
LB1071
LB1072
LB1073
LB1074
LB1075
LB1076
LB1077
LB1078
LB1079
LB1080

LB1081

INTRODUCER

Coash
Johnson
Cook
Friesen
Howard
Ebke
Ebke
Ebke
Harr
Harr
Harr
Harr

Harr
Harr

Harr
Hilkemann
Chambers

Chambers
Murante
Crawford
Crawford

Fox

Kolterman
Krist
Sullivan
Sullivan
Sullivan
Sullivan

Sullivan
Sullivan

Haar

Haar

Haar

Haar

Haar

Kolowski
Kolowski
Schilz

Schilz

Pansing Brooks
Pansing Brooks
Pansing Brooks

Seiler

Campbell

STATUS

s

C

C

IPP

C

IPP

IPP

GF (-1105)
C (>774)
GF

C

s

GF
C

C

C

GF (-1000)
IPP

S (+808,
860)

(@)

o000

C (>1066)
S (+1004,
1065)

s

LV

IPP

IPP
IPP

c

c

GF

C (>956)
S

c

GF

S (+701)

W = withdrawn, > = amended into bill #, + = includes bill #
ISSUES: coverage in issue # of the 2016 Unicameral Update

[

ONELINE DESCRIPTION

Define and redefine terms relating to developmental disabilities

Adopt the Travel Agency Registration Act

Provide for disapproval of certain insurance rate filings if they use price optimization
Change provisions relating to tax-increment financing

Create a palliative care program and advisory council for the Health Care Facility Licensure Act
Terminate the Commission of Industrial Relations

Provide for the treatment of certain contractors as independent contractors as prescribed
Change license eligibility requirements under the Liquor Control Act

Change sales tax exemption provisions relating to purchases of energy and fuel

Adopt the Nebraska Agriculture and Manufacturing Jobs Act and provide tax credits
Redefine terms to include students in virtual schools in the state aid formula

Authorize conversion of domestic partnerships and domestic limited liability partnerships
into domestic limited liability companies or foreign limited liability companies

Redefine qualified business under the Nebraska Advantage Act

State intent relating to appropriations for the Nebraska Whole Child Project and change
provisions relating to school funding

Appropriate funds to the State Department of Education

Change provisions relating to the DNA Identification Information Act

Open grand jury proceedings to the public as prescribed and change procedures in cases
of death during apprehension by law enforcement officers or while in custody

Adopt the Patient Choice at End of Life Act

Change provisions of the Nebraska Political Accountability and Disclosure Act

Change provisions relating to enforcement of certain tobacco restriction provisions
Change provisions of the Community Development Law and the Local Option Municipal
Economic Development Act

Adopt the Pharmacy Benefit Fairness and Transparency Act and provide duties for the
Director of Insurance

Adopt the Surgical Technologist Registry Act

Provide for waiver of a certificate to administer as prescribed

Change provisions relating to state aid to schools

Change option enroliment and student fee provisions as prescribed

Change school provisions relating to the community eligibility provision

Change provisions relating to education

Change provisions relating to learning communities and funding for education
Appropriation Bill

Adopt the Electric Customer Protection Act and provide duties for the Public Service
Commission

Provide duties for the state investment officer relating to investment in energy-related
companies or funds

Change powers and duties of the Nebraska Oil and Gas Conservation Commission to
require liability insurance and restrict permits as prescribed

Adopt the Solar Energy Economic Development Act

Adopt the Fair Repair Act and provide a penalty

Authorize the display of the Honor and Remember flag as prescribed

Appropriate funds to the State Department of Education

Change provisions of the Disposition of Personal Property Landlord and Tenant Act
Appropriate funds to the Game and Parks commission for law enforcement at the Lake
McConaughy State Recreation Area

Change provisions under the Motor Vehicle Operator’s License Act relating to operator’s
license revocation

Provide and change certain conflict of interest statement requirements under the
Nebraska Political Accountability and Disclosure Act

Redefine law enforcement agency and change provisions relating to law enforcement
officer jurisdiction

Change provisions relating to direct purchases and use of recyclable material by
correctional industries

Change provisions relating to eligibility for public assistance and eliminate termination
dates for self-sufficiency contracts

S = signed by the governor, P = passed by the Legislature, V = vetoed,
LV -line-itemvetoed, VO =veto overridden, FR=finalreading, SF = selectfile,
GF = general file, C = held in committee, IPP = indefinitely postponed,

ISSUES

10,15
12,15

8,13, 14

8,14

8,10, 12

8,13,14,15

7,11,13

11,12
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BILL
LB1082

LB1082A
LB1083

LB1083A
LB1084
LB1085
LB1086
LB1087
LB1088
LB1089
LB1090

LB1091
LB1092
LB1093
13,

LB1093A
LB1094

LB1095
LB1096

LB1097
LB1098
LB1098A
LB1099
LB1100
LB1101

LB1102
LB1103

LB1103A
LB1104

LB1105
LB1105A
LB1106
LB1107
LB1108
LB1109
LB1110
LB1110A
LR26CA
LR35
LR378CA

LR379CA
LR380CA

INTRODUCER
Schilz

Schilz
Williams

Williams
Stinner
Davis
Davis
Davis
Davis
Hansen
Hansen

Hilkemann
Mello
Mello

Mello
Judiciary

Kintner
Harr

Morfeld
Morfeld
Morfeld
Krist
Schilz
Mello

Davis
Schumacher

Schumacher
Larson

Larson
Larson
Garrett
Garrett
Garrett
Murante
Mello
Mello
Larson
Ebke
Kuehn

Bloomfield
Bloomfield

STATUS
S

S
S

s

C (>935)
C

s

C

C (>774)
IPP

C

C (>957)
S
S (+560,

987,1017,
1028)

s

S (+910)

C
C

C (>843)
S

S

C (>935)
IPP

S

C
GF

GF
C

S (+748,
1046)

s

S (+1108)
C

C (>1106)

s

S (+1029)
FR

SF

GF

GF

@
IPP

‘ W = withdrawn, > = amended into bill #, + = includes bill #
ISSUES: coverage in issue # of the 2016 Unicameral Update

ONELINE DESCRIPTION

Change provisions relating to the Nebraska Oil and Gas Conservation Commission and
provide for a periodic well fluid analysis, report, and notice as prescribed

Appropriation Bill

Adopt the Next Generation Business Growth Act and change funding for tax credits under
the Community Development Assistance Act

Appropriation Bill

Change and provide duration requirements for certain state agency contracts

Change a renewable energy tax credit

Change provisions relating to student self-management of asthma or anaphylaxis
Change sales tax provisions relating to the definition of engaged in business in this state
Provide a sales and use tax exemption for nonprofit centers for independent living
Change the minimum wage for persons compensated by way of gratuities

Require notification of law enforcement by the Nebraska State Patrol of denials of
handgun certificates as prescribed

State intent relating to appropriations for purposes of the Site and Building Development Fund
Change provisions relating to budget request reporting requirements

Create the Bioscience Steering Committee, redefine a term relating to an internship grant

program, change the Business Innovation Act, and require reports on the Nebraska
Innovation Campus

Appropriation Bill

Change provisions relating to evidence, sentencing, certain criminal penalties, criminal
mischief, assault, theft, forgery, probation, parole, and the Inspector General of the
Nebraska Correctional System

Require employer identification numbers and the use of the federal immigration
verification system

Change provisions relating to amendments to declarations regarding unit boundaries
under the Nebraska Condominium Act

Change provisions relating to sexual assault forensic testing

Increase legal services fees as prescribed

Appropriation Bill

Change provisions relating to expense reimbursement

Adopt the Petroleum Education and Marketing Act

Require the Department of Environmental Quality to examine the status of solid waste
management programs

Authorize legislative performance audits of tax-increment financing projects

Change provisions relating to medicaid reimbursements, provide for a lien, and change
estate procedures

Appropriation Bill

Provide for tax incentives, intent provisions, and revenue-sharing agreements relating to
Native Americans

Change and eliminate beverage regulations and licensure provisions and create the
Nebraska Craft Brewery Board

Appropriation Bill

Change forfeiture provisions as prescribed

Create the Nebraska Election System Initiative

Require reporting to the Auditor of Public Accounts and the Legislature regarding civil
forfeiture proceedings

Change public records provisions and provide for an enhanced public scrutiny process
for certain University appointees

Adopt the Nebraska Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act and the Sector
Partnership Program Act

Appropriation Bill

Constitutional amendment to change the age for eligibility to public office

Resolution to petition Congress to call a convention of the States to propose amendments
to the Constitution of the United States

Constitutional amendment to guarantee the right to engage in certain farming and
ranching practices

Constitutional amendment authorizing recall of state elective officers

Constitutional amendment to change the distribution of state lottery proceeds

S = signed by the governor, P = passed by the Legislature, V = vetoed,
LV-line-itemvetoed, VO =veto overridden, FR =final reading, SF = selectfile,
GF = general file, C = held in committee, IPP = indefinitely postponed,

ISSUES
7,10,12

5,12, 13,
15

15

12,15

5,10, 12
10, 12,

15

12,15

11,12
7,13,14

15
6,11,13

5
13

10,15

14,15
14,15
10, 11,12

12,14
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BILL
LR381

LR389CA

LR390CA

LR394CA

LR397
LR398CA

LR399CA

LR403

LR406

LR412

LR413
LR414

LR415
LR418
LR430
LR431
LR439

LR452

LR455

LR463
LR464
LR483

LR489
LR490
LR493

LR495
LR496
LR498
LR499
LR502
LR504
LR506
LR507

LR508
LR509

INTRODUCER
Ebke

Harr
Davis
Hughes

Gloor
Bloomfield

Davis
Hansen
Gloor
Watermeier

\Watermeier
Chambers

Riepe
Howard
Scheer
Scheer

Crawford

Bolz

Haar

Campbell
Groene
Kolterman

Crawford
Crawford
Scheer

Urban Affairs
Urban Affairs
Johnson
Campbell
Stinner
Murante
Seiler

Davis

Harr
Mello

STATUS
=]

IPP

T VT O O T
T

O o000

OO0 000 O 000 0006 T

(@)

[oN@)

‘ W = withdrawn, > = amended into bill #, + = includes bill #
ISSUES: coverage in issue # of the 2016 Unicameral Update

ONELINE DESCRIPTION

Resolution to ratify the Twenty-Seventh Amendment to the United States Constitution
regarding compensation for members of Congress

Constitutional amendment to remove provisions regarding marriage from the Constitution
of Nebraska

Constitutional amendment requiring community colleges funding by sales and income
taxes and not property taxes

Constitutional amendment to authorize taxing bodies to exclude their taxes from pledges
made by cities to pay indebtedness on redevelopment projects

Interim study to monitor the health care transformation in Nebraska

Constitutional amendment to provide for election of judges and eliminate the merit plan
for selection of judges

Constitutional amendment to require cities and villages to obtain voter approval before
pledging taxes for the payment of indebtedness related to redevelopment projects
Provide the Executive Board of the Legislative Council appoint the Election Technology
Committee as a special committee of the Legislature

Interim study to examine issues surrounding the blending of various fuels in Nebraska and
the impact of right to blend laws in other states

Interim study to improve communication access for movie theaters in Nebraska to ensure
all persons can fully experience the movie theater experience

Create the Task Force on Behavioral and Mental Health

Prohibit meals or beverages from being provided to legislators by lobbyists in the Capitol
while the Legislature is in session

Urge the Nebraska congressional delegation to support and co-sponsor Senate Bill 1989
entitled Primary Care Enhancement Act of 2015

Provide the Executive Board of the Legislative Council appoint a special committee to be
known as the ACCESSNebraska Oversight Committee of the Legislature

Interim study to examine whether the Nebraska Banking Act should be updated

Interim study to examine whether the Securities Act of Nebraska should be updated
Interim study to examine the use of tax-increment financing by municipalities for
residential development

Interim study to establish a study group to examine issues surrounding the need to
provide financial assistance for home accessibility modifications for people with
disabilities, including the elderly

Provide the Executive Board of the Legislative Council appoint a special committee to
examine issues related to the impacts of climate change on the State of Nebraska

Interim study to examine ways to improve the coverage of hearing aid costs for Nebraska families
Interim study to examine the effects of the use of tax-increment financing by municipalities
Interim study to examine the public employees retirement systems administered by the
Public Employees Retirement Board

Interim study to examine issues relating to housing authorities

Interim study to examine the enforcement of state and local building codes

Interim study to examine whether the Nebraska Appraisal Management Company
Registration Act should be updated

Interim study to examine state law governing cities of the second class and villages in
Chapter 17 of the Nebraska statutes

Interim study to examine issues within the jurisdiction of the Urban Affairs Committee
Interim study to examine the Nebraska Right to Farm Act

Interim study to examine any issues within the jurisdiction of the Health and Human
Services Committee

Interim study to examine the use of revolving funds within the Dept. of Administrative Services
Interim study to examine the numerous deadlines involved in the election process
Interim study to examine the efficacy of testing and monitoring programs, particularly the
24/7 sobriety program, in reducing recidivism for driving under the influence and
controlled substance offenses

Interim study to examine the development of a public notification system to broadcast
alerts when vulnerable adults go missing

Interim study to examine possible changes to the Nebraska Model Business Corporation Act
Interim study to examine the funding history, programs, and services offered by the
Cooperative Extension Service of the University of Nebraska

S = signed by the governor, P = passed by the Legislature, V = vetoed,
LV -line-itemvetoed, VO =veto overridden, FR=finalreading, SF = selectfile,
GF = general file, C = held in committee, IPP = indefinitely postponed,

ISSUES

6,9,10

6,9,10

6,9,10
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S = signed by the governor, P = passed by the Legislature, V = vetoed,

LV-line-itemvetoed, VO =veto overridden, FR =final reading, SF = selectfile,
GF = general file, C = held in committee, IPP = indefinitely postponed,

‘ W = withdrawn, > = amended into bill #, + = includes bill #

ISSUES: coverage in issue # of the 2016 Unicameral Update

BILL INTRODUCER STATUS ONELINE DESCRIPTION ISSUES

LR510 |Howard C Interim study to examine how to best integrate palliative care into the overall medical care
structure of our health care system

LR511  |Davis C Interim study to examine existing law governing the collection of sales and use tax on
remote sales

LR512 |Business & Labor |[C Interim study to examine the Commission of Industrial Relations

LR513 |Howard C Interim study to examine workforce issues within the child welfare and juvenile justice systems

LR514 |Bolz C Interim study to examine the availability of transition services for youth who will leave or
have left the juvenile justice system while in an out-of-home placement

LR517 |Howard C Interim study to examine the long-term fiscal sustainability of the Nebraska Health Care
Cash Fund

LR518 |Hadley C Interim study to review issues surrounding child custody proceedings and parenting time
determinations as they pertain to families of divorce

LR519 |Smith C Interim study to examine whether the One-Call Notification System Act should be updated

LR520 |Harr C Interim study to provide a review of the administration and enforcement of the Employee
Classification Act by the Dept. of Labor

LR521 Fox C Interim study to examine the business practices of pharmacy benefit managers as those
practices relate to such managers’ arrangements with private entities, insurers,
pharmacies, and the State of Nebraska

LR522 |Howard C Interim study to examine the issue of how to best educate the public and create
awareness about the risks associated with sun exposure and ultraviolet radiation exposure

LR523 |Howard C Interim study to examine Nebraska law regarding the protection of children who have
reached eighteen years of age but have not yet reached the age of majority

LR525 |Seiler C Interim study to examine issues associated with treating an individual licensed under the
Nebr. Real Estate License Act as a professional for purposes of civil actions for
professional negligence

LR526 |Hansen C Interim study to examine municipal classifications

LR527 |Schumacher C Interim study to examine possible legislative reforms to Nebraska’s mandatory minimum
sentencing laws

LR529 |Howard C Interim study to examine the ongoing implementation of the federal Preventing Sex
Trafficking and Strengthening Families Act of 2014 and related state law and policy

LR530 |Howard C Interim study to examine the voting processes and procedures available for citizens who
are hospitalized or who reside in nursing homes or extended care facilities

LR532 |Bolz C Interim study to evaluate the effectiveness and success of the Office of Violence Prevention

LR533 |Bolz C Interim study to examine promoting career education and training that can lead to job
readiness for middle-skill jobs

LR534 |Haar C Interim study to examine the extent that state funds are invested in fossil fuels and clean
energy, and the feasibility of divestment consistent with the state’s fiduciary responsibilities

LR535 |Johnson C Interim study to examine how the Legislature can assist livestock producers involved in
certain value-added activities

LR536 |Johnson C Interim study to complete the work of the LR 309 committee which investigated ways to
avoid and mitigate conflicts arising from herbicide drift damage to sensitive crops

LR537 |Johnson C Interim study to review the duties and authorities of the Dept. of Agriculture with respect
to livestock animal identification

LR538 |Smith C Interim study to examine telecommunication services in Nebraska

LR539 |Smith C Interim study to undertake a study of the jurisdiction and structure of the Nebraska Public
Service Commission

LR541 |Larson C Interim study to examine the economic benefits of keno

LR542 |Larson C Interim study to examine the issues within the jurisdiction of the General Affairs Committee

LR543 |Hansen C Interim study to examine possible legislative reforms to Nebraska laws relating to birth certificates

LR544 |Crawford C Interim study to examine the alternative response demonstration projects created in LB853, 2014

LR545 |Campbell C Interim study to examine medicaid and the Children’s Health Insurance Program, with an
emphasis on children that are eligible but unenrolled in these programs

LR546 |Garrett C Interim study to examine whether Nebraska’s occupational licensing boards are exposed
to liability under antitrust laws

LR547 |Larson P Create the Tribal Economic Development Committee of the Legislature to conduct a study| 15
examining the policy tools available to the Legislature to enhance economic development
for the Native American population of Nebraska

LR548 |Riepe C Interim study to examine issues surrounding youth tobacco use

LR549 |Garrett C Interim study to examine issues relating to utilization of the U visa program in Nebraska
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BILL
LR550

LR551
LR552
LR553
LR554
LR555

LR556
LR557

LR558

LR559

LR560

LR561

LR562
LR563
LR564
LR565
LR566
LR567
LR568
LR569
LR570

LR571
LR572

LR573

LR574

LR575
LR576

LR577
LR578
LR579
LR580
LR581
LR582

LR583

INTRODUCER
Schumacher

Krist

Haar
Riepe
Kolterman

Lindstrom

Harr
Garrett

Harr
Krist
Krist

Krist

Garrett

Garrett

Pansing Brooks
Pansing Brooks
Pansing Brooks
Pansing Brooks
Pansing Brooks
Johnson

Johnson

Retirement
Riepe

Haar
McCollister

McCollister
Pansing Brooks

Mello
Coash
Haar
Stinner
Kintner

Riepe

Morfeld

STATUS

O O O O 00 00060 O O

OO0 OO0 O O 00O O O O O 000 O O

(@)

‘ W = withdrawn, > = amended into bill #, + = includes bill #
ISSUES: coverage in issue # of the 2016 Unicameral Update

ONELINE DESCRIPTION

Interim study to examine the feasibility of creating a common data collection site for
county jail information necessary to receive funding under the County Justice
Reinvestment Grant Program

Interim study to explore and assess the use of congregate care in Nebraska for youth in
the child welfare and juvenile justice systems

Interim study to develop a plan to address funding and budgetary issues relating to
climate change

Interim study to examine issues surrounding the Medicaid Reform Council

Interim study to examine information regarding air ambulance costs

Interim study to examine the process and procedures used in appeals before the Tax
Equalization and Review Commission

Interim study to examine the conveyances currently covered by the Conveyance Safety Act
Interim study to examine what actions the State of Nebraska needs to take to meet the
United States Dept. of Defense’s mandates regarding energy and renewable resources
Interim study to evaluate the governance structure of the Nebraska Educational
Telecommunications Commission

Interim study to examine the feasibility and impact of implementing the Civics Education
Initiative in Nebraska through legislation or in partnership with the State Board of Education
Interim study to examine the origins and utility of using court fees as a source of funding
in Nebraska

Interim study to examine the effectiveness, economic stability, and long-term viability of
the Youth Rehabilitation and Treatment Center in Kearney and the Youth Rehabilitation
and Treatment Center in Geneva

Interim study to examine why LB 20, LB 357, and LB 454 failed to pass during the 104th
legislative session

Interim study to examine the reasons for the substantial tax rates on wireless telephone
service in Nebraska

Interim study to examine education in Nebraska

Interim study to examine land acquisition within municipalities for educational purposes
Interim study to examine the availability of education, rehabilitation, and reentry support
for incarcerated men and women

Interim study to examine and review the sale of alcohol in Whiteclay and the need for
additional funding for law enforcement

Interim study to examine the membership, role, and duties of the Nebraska Police
Standards Advisory Council

Interim study to examine the means available to fund the grant program established
pursuant to the Livestock Growth Act

Interim study to review the duties and authorities of the Dept. of Agriculture to establish
an agriculture promotion and development program

Interim study to examine local political subdivision retirement plans for public employees
Interim study to examine issues surrounding the Division of Veterans’ Homes of the Dept.
of Health and Human Services and wait times for admission to the veterans’ homes system
Interim study to examine the historic and present state of industrial hemp as an alternative
crop in Nebraska and its future potential

Interim study to examine aspects of Nebraska’s medicaid program that include share of
cost or resource spend down components

Interim study to continue the ongoing study of access to healthcare in Nebraska

Interim study to examine children’s access to legal counsel in juvenile proceedings across
the state of Nebraska

Interim study to examine issues under the jurisdiction of the Appropriations Committee
Interim study to examine the Developmental Disabilities Court-Ordered Custody Act
Interim study to examine issues relating to solar energy development

Interim study to examine the Dept. of Health and Human Services’ policies for dealing
with disallowances and audit exceptions by the federal government which have resulted
in large fines and having to return money to the federal government

Interim study to examine the positive and negative effects of federal education funding if
Nebraska would choose not to accept federal funds that are tied to federal mandates
Interim study to examine how, through better coordination of health services, the state
can better assist low-income individuals currently without insurance

Interim study to examine administrative law judges in Nebraska

S = signed by the governor, P = passed by the Legislature, V = vetoed,
LV -line-itemvetoed, VO =veto overridden, FR=finalreading, SF = selectfile,
GF = general file, C = held in committee, IPP = indefinitely postponed,
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S = signed by the governor, P = passed by the Legislature, V = vetoed,

LV-line-itemvetoed, VO =veto overridden, FR =final reading, SF = selectfile,
GF = general file, C = held in committee, IPP = indefinitely postponed,

‘ W = withdrawn, > = amended into bill #, + = includes bill #

ISSUES: coverage in issue # of the 2016 Unicameral Update

BILL INTRODUCER STATUS ONELINE DESCRIPTION ISSUES

LR584 |Morfeld C Interim study to examine the possibility of providing direct and statewide funding for legal
representation in order to provide more equitable access to civil justice in Nebraska

LR586 |Groene C Interim study to examine the effects of transferring public school employees from the
system of district-based health insurance plans to the Nebraska State Insurance Program

LR587 |Sullivan C Interim study to examine the issues within the jurisdiction of the Education Committee

LR588 |Harr C Interim study to determine best practices in drafting tax legislation and determining the
fiscal impact of tax policies

LR589 |Seiler C Interim study to examine issues within the jurisdiction of the Judiciary Committee

LR590 |Riepe C Interim study to examine options to offer incentives to health care professionals who
provide free care and services to qualified recipients

LR591 Hadley C Interim study to examine and make recommendations on improving health care coverage
plans available to Nebraska small businesses with fifty or less employees

LR592 Gloor C Interim study to examine the structure, compliance, and administration of the state individual
and corporate income taxes, including financial institution and insurance premium taxes

LR593 |Gloor C Interim study to examine the structure, compliance, and administration of real and
personal property taxes

LR594 |Gloor C Interim study to examine the structure, compliance, and administration of state and local
sales and use taxes and any other miscellaneous taxes

LR595 |Hansen C Interim study to examine the topic of food deserts and issues relating to access to healthy|
food in Nebraska

LR596 |Murante C Interim study to examine issues within the jurisdiction of the Government, Military and
Veterans Affairs Committee

LR597 |Murante C Interim study to examine financing mechanisms available to various political subdivisions
to issue bonds or assume future payment obligations without a direct vote of taxpayers

LR598 |Haar C Interim study to examine issues related to allowing owners and independent repair
persons access to software and codes that will allow them to repair electronic devices

LR599 |Haar C Interim study to review the administrative rate review processes currently conducted by
the Public Service Commission

LR600 |Johnson C Interim study to examine alternatives for valuing agricultural land for property tax purposes

LR601 Hilkemann P Review present facilities and determine the needs and options for developing a regional |15
certified crime laboratory in the Omaha area

LR602 |Riepe C Interim study to examine existing barriers to the delivery of health care services through
telehealth technologies in Nebraska

LR603 |Haar C Interim study to examine the issues faced by residents of mobile home communities

LR604 |Davis C Interim study to examine inconsistencies in the practices utilized by county assessors in
determining agricultural land value

LR605 |Mello C Interim study to examine issues relating to urban redevelopment

LR612  |Agriculture C Interim study to examine issues under the jurisdiction of the Agriculture Committee
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